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During the previous year, I used the fund toward research, professional development, and support
for entrepreneurial activities such as Idea Pitch Competition and Bob Mark Competition. Part of
the fund will be used to support students’ participation in the Silicon Valley trip. I also plan to
offer scholarships to encourage students who are interested in becoming entrepreneurs.
Research Support
I hired students to help me gather data from the most important conference in the small satellite
industry to investigate the role of supply and demand in driving emerging industries. Students have
also assisted me to collect data on the top management teams of small ventures in the small satellite
industry. This support has been greatly beneficial for my future publication activities.
Workshops and Conferences
The Professorship helped me attend the Babson Conference which is a leading conference in
entrepreneurship. I was also able to attend the Talent Management Workshop in which I could
present my research on innovative “stars” in organizations. Attending these conferences helped
me get exposed to cutting edge-knowledge both in entrepreneurship and innovation, which is
highly beneficial to the development of my research agenda on “star” entrepreneurs. I also plan to
attend workshops that will help me in teaching entrepreneurship courses and getting familiar with
new techniques in experiential learning. So, attending these conferences and workshops are highly
valuable both for my students and my research. My presentation also brought recognition to
Michigan Tech and the College of Business.
Student Support
I have made funds available to the Director of Marketing and Outreach and the Student Success
Committee to offer scholarships to the College of Business students to help them pursue
entrepreneurship major.

Idea Pitch Competition and Bob Mark Competition
I used part of the fund to offer awards to students as they pursue the entrepreneurial opportunities.
I specifically offered an award called the “Social Impact Award” to support social entrepreneurship
in the Idea Pitch Competition and Bob Mark Competition. Also, I used part of the fund to support
the expenses in the idea pitch competition. Similarly, I have offered funding for an award in an
idea pitch competition in Traverse City to support Michigan Tech’s strategic alliance with the
Traverse City area.
Silicon Valley Trip
I plan to use part of the fund to support the travel of students to Silicon Valley. This trip is a unique
experience for motivated students to get familiar with high-tech startups and businesses in Silicon
Valley. This trip also provides students with a valuable opportunity for networking.

