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                  F-1 Status Work Options

                  
                     
                        Employment is work performed in exchange for compensation. Compensation can include
                           money, room and board, or other benefits. Volunteer work is unpaid. You are eligible
                           to volunteer for non-profit charitable organizations. But you still need to check
                           with IPS before you do. 

                        
                        Before accepting any kind of paid or volunteer position, contact International Programs
                              and Services to be sure it is allowed.

                        
                        Here are some helpful Talking Points when talking with a potential employer

                        
                        
                           
                              
                                 On-Campus Employment/Supported Students

                              

                           

                           
                              
                                 Curricular Practical Training (CPT)

                              

                           

                           
                              
                                 
                                 Tax Help

                                 

                           

                           
                              
                                 Social Security Number

                              

                           

                        

                        
                        
                        Post Graduation Employment

                        
                        
                           
                              
                                 
                                  12 Month Optional Practical Training (OPT)

                                 

                           

                           
                              
                                 
                                 
24 Month Optional Practical Training (OPT)

                                 

                           

                           
                              
                                 Post-Doctoral Scholars

                              

                           

                           
                              
                                 
                                 H1B and Permanent Residence

                                 
                                    
                                       
                                          
                                          
Remember that IPS does not provide any advice regarding H1B. You must consult with
                                             your company's HR department or lawyer and/or an immigration attorney.

                                          
                                          If you are transitioning from OPT to H1B, please visit the 12-Month OPT or 24-Month OPT page (as applicable) and scroll down to the section that says "Transitioning from
                                             F1 to OPT". Make sure to fill out the H1B Approval Notice form before your H1B begins.

                                          
                                          If you become a Permanent Resident, please submit a copy of your Green Card at this link.

                                          
                                    

                                 

                                 
                                 

                           

                           
                              
                                 Economic Hardship

                              

                           

                           
                              
                                 FAQs

                              

                           

                           
                              
                                 
                                  

                                 

                           

                        

                        
                        Got Questions about Optional Practical Training (OPT)? 

                        
                        Join Machel Borsum every Tuesday at 1:00-2:00 pm by Zoom to get all your questions answered. Or email opt@mtu.edu to set up a 1:1 appointment.

                        

                     
                  

                  
                     
                        
                           
                              Forms You Need

                           

                           
                              
                              	Employment Verification
	Payroll Forms


                              

                        

                        
                        
                        
                           
                              Passport-Size Photos

                           

                           
                              
                              [image: Blizzard T Husky]You can have passport-size photos taken on campus at the IPS office, Administration
                                 Building 200 (2nd floor).

                              
                              	Time: Photos are clicked only on Friday 2PM-4PM. For other days get the prior appointment by mailing on ips@mtu.edu
	Fee: $10 for 2 2x2 photos, or $10 for a digital copy. If you would like the 2 physical
                                    copies and the digital copy, you will need to purchase them separately for a total
                                    of $20.


                              
                              Pay online in advance

                              
                              Please note, in the payment link, if you select quantity as 1, that indicates 2 photos.

                              
                              Make sure to bring your receipt (digital copy in your email would suffice) when you
                                 come in to get your photo taken.

                              
                              The Houghton County Clerk's Office, US Post Office, and Walgreens also offer passport photo services.
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      International Programs and Services
Administration Building 200
1400 Townsend Dr.
Houghton, Michigan 49931-1295 
	906-487-2160
	ips@mtu.edu
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