
Joe Student, EIT 
123 Paradise Road, Hancock, MI 49930 ♦ (123)-456-7890 ♦ jstudent@mtu.edu 

November 12, 2016 
 
Barr Engineering Company 
4700 West 77th St., Suite 200 
Minneapolis, MN 55435 
 
RE: Barr Engineering Geotechnical Engineering job openings 

Dear Hiring Committee: 

I am writing to apply for the entry-level geotechnical engineering position in your Minneapolis 
office. As a geotechnical engineering student at Michigan Technological University, I am very 
excited about the possibility to work for Barr Engineering in this role. I know that Barr does work 
for the mining industry and on many other multidisciplinary projects, and I believe that my 
experience aligns well with the work that you do. I am impressed by the fact that Barr remains an 
employee-owned company and by the awards you have won for employee satisfaction; I want to 
work for a company that wins awards for how well they treat their employees. I see that there are 
geotechnical engineering job openings in many of your offices, and I am happy to work wherever 
your need is greatest. 

I am currently a PhD candidate in the Civil Engineering department at Michigan Technological 
University, and will graduate in August 2016. My graduate work has been focused on studying 
techniques for monitoring and mitigating dust emissions from mine tailings impoundments using 
both lab and field testing. There are 5 components to the project that I have managed concurrently.  

I believe the technical skills that I have developed through my PhD work will allow me to make an 
immediate and significant contribution to Barr. I’m also very proud of the project management, 
teamwork, leadership, multitasking, and communication skills that I have developed throughout my 
career. The following highlights some of those skills: 

 Laboratory and field testing,  specifically organizing/leading multiple field investigations in 
multiple states and countries to collect necessary geotechnical and remote sensing data, 
conducting laboratory tests on samples collected in the field, and organizing/interpreting 
geotechnical data collected; 

 Geotechnical design through exposure to foundation engineering, slope stability, 
groundwater, earth retention, soil behavior, and rock engineering, as well as experience with 
computer programs including AutoCad, RocScience, FLAC, ArcMap, MicroStation, and gINT; 

 Project management through the writing of project proposals, organization of site visits, 
determination of project scope and scheduling, leading and delegating of engineering activities, 
training and mentoring research assistants (totaling 1 MS student and 9 undergraduate 
students to-date), and execution of engineering design; and 

 Technical communication by writing funded project proposals, writing specifications for 
construction, contributing to engineering plans and bid packages, and writing progress reports. 

My resume is attached for your review, and I respectfully request the opportunity to interview with 
you at your earliest convenience.  Thank you for consideration. I will call in 7-10 days to follow up 
and look forward to speaking with you then.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Joe Student 


