
Phone:  (906) 487-2440 
Fax:  (906) 487-2935 

Office of the Provost and 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Office Memo 

TO: Richard Koubek, President 

FROM: Andrew Storer, Provost & Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs 

DATE: April 10, 2026 

SUBJECT: Senate Proposal 32-26 

Attached is Senate proposal 32-26, “Proposal to Rename the PhD in Integrative Physiology to the PhD in 
Kinesiology & Integrative Physiology,” and a memo stating the Senate passed this proposal at their April 9, 
2026 meeting. I have reviewed this memo and recommend approving the proposal. 

If you concur with my recommendation, the provost’s office will seek the following approvals. 

n/a Board of Trustees 
X Michigan Association of State Universities (MASU) 
n/a Higher Learning Commission (HLC); screening required for all degree programs as well certificates 

Programs cannot be fully advertised until all noted approvals are obtained. However, limited advertising to 
make prospective students aware of the planned change may be conducted so long as any outstanding 
regulatory approvals are noted, e.g., "pending state approval". 

I concur do not concur    with the provost’s recommendation as stated in this memo. 

Richard Koubek, President Date 

X 

4/10/26 



University Senate 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

COPIES: 

April 9, 2026 

Richard Koubek, President   

Robert Hutchinson, University Senate President 

Proposal 32-26 

Andrew Storer, Provost & Senior VP for Academic Affairs 

At its meeting on April 9, 2026, the University Senate approved Proposal 32-26, 
“Proposal to Rename the PhD in Integrative Physiology to the PhD in Kinesiology & 
Integrative Physiology.” Feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 



The University Senate of Michigan Technological 

University 

Proposal 32-26 

Proposal to Rename the PhD in Integrative Physiology to the PhD in 

Kinesiology & Integrative Physiology1 

Contact: William Cooke, Department of Kinesiology & Integrative Physiology wcooke@mtu.edu 

Program/Degree Type: Ph.D. 

Program Title: PhD in Kinesiology and Integrative Physiology 
Planned Implementation Date: Fall 2026 

Program location/modality: In-person, Michigan Tech Houghton Campus 

Target Student Population: Potential PhD students who hold an undergraduate or Master’s degree in 

Kinesiology, Human Physiology, or a related health sciences or applied health field. 

General Description and Characteristics of the Program: The Department of Kinesiology and 

Integrative Physiology currently offers a PhD in Integrative Physiology, focusing primarily on a systems-

level approach to understanding the role of physiology in health. 

General Rationale: Since the initial development of the PhD in Integrative Physiology, the Department 

of Kinesiology and Integrative Physiology has expanded the breadth of its research capabilities. 

Research in the department has grown to represent the broader core disciplines of Kinesiology, 

including but not limited to biomechanics and motor behavior. Consequently, the proposed name 

change is needed to better reflect the breadth of research performed by the department's research 

faculty, and the core requirements of the existing degree. The name change also aligns more directly 

with the department’s existing MS degree in Kinesiology, which will improve visibility of the PhD 

program for students interested in completing both an MS and PhD. 

Specific Rationale: 

a. The proposed name better promotes the University’s strategic initiative of One Hundred PhDs 

by providing greater diversity of potential student research interests with the goal of increasing 

PhD student enrolment. 

b. Domestically, this name change will improve visibility, including recognition as an approved 

program by the National Academy of Kinesiology. This increased visibility is essential for 

recruiting students eligible for fellowships like the Health Research Institute’s recently awarded 

NIH T32 grant. 

1 National Academy of Kinesiology, “What Is Kinesiology?,” accessed January 16, 2026, 

https://nationalacademyofkinesiology.org/what-is-kinesiology/. 

mailto:wcooke@mtu.edu
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c. The proposed name better aligns with other similar programs with which we can compete while 

still providing some differentiation to promote its uniqueness. 

Related Programs: Within Michigan Tech there are no other Kinesiology PhD programs. Neither of the 

other two universities on Michigan’s Upper Peninsula (Northern Michigan University and Lake Superior 

State University) offer PhD programs. Several regional American Kinesiology Association member 

programs directly include “Kinesiology” or Human Movement Science in the title of their PhD program, 

including: 

● Michigan State University’s Department of Kinesiology: PhD in Kinesiology 

● Wayne State University’s College of Education: PhD in Kinesiology 

● University of Michigan’s School of Kinesiology: PhD in Human Movement Science 

● Oakland University’s Department of Human Movement Science: PhD in Human 

Movement Science 

● University of Wisconsin’s- Madison Campus Department of Kinesiology: PhD in Kinesiology 

● University of Minnesota’s School of Kinesiology: PhD in Kinesiology 

● University of Illinois-Chicago's College of Health 

Projected Number of Students: Based on enrollments in the current PhD in Integrative Physiology, 
enrollment in the new Ph.D. program is expected to initially be on the order of 6-10 students. 

Specialized Accreditation Requirements: No change 

Professional Licensure Requirements: None 
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