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The University Senate of Michigan Technological 
University 

Proposal 27-23 

 
Proposal to Update Bylaws and Constitution to 

Clarify Senate Elections 
(Voting Units: All) 

 
 
Submitted by: Senate Ad Hoc Bylaws Committee and Senate Election Committee. 
 
I. Introduction 
This proposal adjusts language in the Senate Bylaws and Constitution to clarify and 
streamline election processes. It also amends the senate body to ensure seats for 
alternate senators for all senators and defines processes for administering their term 
limits.  
 
II. Rationale 
Elections procedures run most smoothly with clear guidelines. Election scrutiny has grown 
increasingly rigorous. Clarification of Bylaws and Constitution will assist with free and 
transparent elections. 
 
III. Proposal 
Bylaws changes are indicated below with the existing Bylaws text in black and the 
suggested changes indicated below using track changes (blue text): 
 

Se n a t e  Byla w s Ch a n ge s  Su gge s t e d  
 
Se ct ion  2: Office r s  
  

2.1. Qu a lifica t ion  o f Office r s  

2.1.1. The  Presiden t and  Secre ta ry sha ll have  tenure . 
2.1.2. The  Vice  Presiden t sha ll be  from  a  un it othe r than  an  academ ic un it. 
2.1.3 New and continuing senators or alternates are eligible to run for Senate 
Officer positions.  
2.1.4. If the unit's Alternate Senator is elected to the Vice President or Secretary 
positions, the unit's Senator will maintain the voting rights and all obligations of the 
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Senator and the Alternate Senator/Office will vote only in the event the unit Senator 
is absent from the meeting.  

4.4 Ele ct ion  o f Office r s  
 

4.4.1. Following the  annual March  e lection  of sena tors by the  represen ta tion  
un its (Const. 4.2.3), Sena te  office rs sha ll be  e lected  for the  next academ ic year. 
The  e lection  sha ll be  he ld  e lectron ica lly fo llowing the  e lection  p rocedures 
ou tlined  in  Section  4.2 (Bylaws 4.2). 
4.4.2. Before  the  e lectron ic e lection , the  Elections Com m ittee , in  consu lta tion  
with  the  Execu tive  Com m ittee , sha ll so licit nom inees for Sena te  office rs from  
and  am ong the  continu ing sena tors and  sena tors-e lect. 
4.4.3. The  nom ina tions sha ll be  presen ted  a t the  first regu lar Sena te  m ee ting 
in  April, with  a  fina l ca ll for additiona l nom ina tions from  the  floor. Afte r any 
add itional nom ina tions from  the  floor, the  office rs for the  next academ ic year 
will be  e lected  e lectron ica lly be fore  the  fina l Sena te  m ee ting of the  curren t 
academ ic year. 
4.4.4. In  the  even t tha t sena tors-e lect cannot participa te  in  the  annual sp ring 
e lection , incum bent sena tors m ay vote  on  beha lf of the ir Represen ta tion  Unit. 
4.4.5. A m ajority vote  is needed  for the  e lection  of an  office r. If the re  a re  m ore  
than  two cand idates and  a  m ajority vote  is not ob ta ined , the  cand ida te  with  the  
lowest num ber of votes sha ll be  stricken  from  the  list of candida tes and  
another vote  sha ll be  taken  un til a  m ajority is ob ta ined . 
4.4.6. The  office rs-e lect of the  Sena te  sha ll assum e the ir du tie s on  Ju ly 1. 
4.4.7    If the unit's Alternate Senator is elected to the Vice President or Secretary 
positions, the unit's Senator will maintain the voting rights and all obligations of the 
Senator and the Alternate Senator/Office will vote only in the event the unit Senator 
is absent from the meeting.  
 

 
Se n a t e  Con s t it u t ion  Ch a n ge s  Su gge s t e d  

 
 
Constitutional changes are indicated below with the existing Constitution text in black and 
the suggested changes indicated below using track changes: 

Art icle  IV — Me m b e rsh ip  

A.  Num ber and  Com position  - Mem bersh ip  in  the  Senate  sha ll be  de te rm ined  as 
fo llows: 

i. One sena tor and  one  a lte rna te  e lected  by and  from  the  academ ic and  
research  facu lty of each  academ ic departm ent. 
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ii. One sena tor and  one  a lte rna te  e lected  by and  from  each  of the  
p rofessiona l sta ff and  research  un it represen ta tion  un its. 

iii. Four At-large faculty Senators and four At-large Alternates shall be elected 
by the entire faculty constituency. The election of Senators will take place 
first and once it has concluded, the election process for Alternates will 
commence.  

iv. Three At-large professional staff Senators and three At-large Alternates shall 
be elected by the entire professional staff constituency. The election of 
Senators will take place first and once it has concluded, the election process 
for Alternates will commence. 

v. Academ ic departm ent represen ta tion  units and  academ ic and  research  
facu lty sena tors a t-la rge  sha ll com prise  a t least 60 pe rcen t of the  
Sena te ’s tota l m em bersh ip . 

vi. Officia l non-voting lia ison  m em bers from  un its designa ted  by the  Senate  
and  listed  in  the  Bylaws. 

B. Election  and  Term s of Office  
i. The  te rm  of office  of e lected  sena tors and  a lte rna tes sha ll be  three  years 

excep t as se t forth  in  Paragraph  3 be low. Afte r se rving for six 
consecu tive  years as a  sena tor and /or a lte rna te , an  ind ividual sha ll not 
be  e ligib le  for re -e lection  for a  pe riod  of one  year. The  te rm  lim it sha ll be  
waived  on  p resen ta tion  to  the  Execu tive  Com m ittee  a  request approved  
by a  m ajority vote  of the  constituen ts of the  Represen ta tion  Unit. 

ii. The  e lection  years sha ll be  d istribu ted  as equa lly as possib le  am ong the  
various represen ta tion  un its and  a t-la rge  positions. 

iii. Election  of sena tors sha ll be  he ld  in  the  spring of each  year. The  te rm  of 
office  sha ll com m ence  on  Ju ly 1. Vacancies in  a t-la rge  m em bersh ip  
crea ted  by resigna tion  or othe rwise  m ay be  filled  by appoin tm ent by the  
Presiden t of the  Sena te  un til the  next e lection , a t which  tim e  vacancies 
sha ll be  filled  for the  unexp ired  te rm s by e lections. 

 

Ar t icle  IV — Me m b e rsh ip  

A.  Num ber and  Com position  - Mem bersh ip  in  the  Senate  sha ll be  de te rm ined  as 
fo llows: 

i. One sena tor and  one  a lte rna te  e lected  by and  from  the  academ ic and  
research  facu lty of each  academ ic departm ent. 

ii. One sena tor and  one  a lte rna te  e lected  by and  from  each  of the  
p rofessiona l sta ff and  research  un it represen ta tion  un its. 
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iii. Four a t-la rge  academ ic and  research  facu lty sena tors sha ll be  e lected  by 
the  en tire  facu lty constituency. 

iv. Two a t-la rge  p rofessiona l sta ff sena tors sha ll be  e lected  by the  
p rofessiona l sta ff and  research  un it constituencies. 

v. Academ ic departm ent represen ta tion  units and  academ ic and  research  
facu lty sena tors a t-la rge  sha ll com prise  a t least 60 pe rcen t of the  
Sena te ’s tota l m em bersh ip . 

vi. Officia l non-voting lia ison  m em bers from  un its designa ted  by the  Senate  
and  listed  in  the  Bylaws. 

B. Election  and  Term s of Office  
i. The term of office of elected senators and alternates shall be three years 

except as set forth in Paragraph 3 below. After serving for six consecutive 
years as a senator and/or alternate, an individual shall not be eligible for re-
election for a period of one year. The term limit for Senators shall be waived 
upon the approval by the representation Unit and the Executive Committee. 
The term limit for Senators At-large shall be waived following the closure of a 
solicitation period in which no other nominees identified. In the absence of 
new nominees, an election ballot shall be sent out to the constituency to 
confirm the waiver of the Senator At-large's term limit. 
 

ii. The  e lection  years sha ll be  d istribu ted  as equa lly as possib le  am ong the  
various represen ta tion  un its and  a t-la rge  positions. 

iii. Election  of sena tors sha ll be  he ld  in  the  spring of each  year. The  te rm  of 
office  sha ll com m ence  on  Ju ly 1. Vacancies in  a t-la rge  m em bersh ip  
crea ted  by resigna tion  or othe rwise  m ay be  filled  by appoin tm ent by the  
Presiden t of the  Sena te  un til the  next e lection , a t which  tim e  vacancies 
sha ll be  filled  for the  unexp ired  te rm s by e lections. 

 
 
 
 


	The University Senate of Michigan Technological University
	Proposal 27-23
	Proposal to Update Bylaws and Constitution to Clarify Senate Elections
	(Voting Units: All)
	I. Introduction
	II. Rationale
	III. Proposal


