Presidential Advisory Committee of Michigan Technological
University

Proposal 19-05

(Voting Units: Academic Senators)

Name Change Social Science
Pre-Law to Law and Society

TO: W. Kent Wray
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

From: M Seel
Dean, College of Sciences and Arts

Date: November 30, 2004

RE: Change of name of degree concentration in Social Sciences

Currently, the Department of Social Sciences offers a “Pre-Law” concentration under the BS in Social
Sciences. It is requested to change the name of this concentration to “Law and Society”.

Rationale:

With growing programmatic activities in the Department of Social Sciences in the area of environmental
policy, the title change indicates the interest in legal and policy questions, not simply law school.
Moreover, there is concern, that the current name implies there is only one avenue for students interested
in law school- a false implication because other majors, of course, can also prepare for law school.
Therefore the department requests permission to change the name of the “Pre-Law Concentration” to
“Law and Society Concentration”. I fully endorse the proposed name change.
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