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ii. Graduate School Administration   

In fall 2018, Michigan Tech had a total of 7,203 students enrolled, 19% of whom were enrolled as graduate students. Michigan Tech offers 71 graduate degrees in engineering, science, technology, mathematics, business, and the humanities.  We also offer 7 graduate certificates, which may be obtained concurrently with a graduate degree or can be obtained by students who have completed an undergraduate degree.  The university's Portrait 2045 (https://www.mtu.edu/stratplan/portrait/) calls for 3% annual growth of the Graduate School enrollment. 

The Graduate School (http://www.mtu.edu/gradschool/) functions as the administrative home for all things to do with graduate studies at the university.  The Graduate School accepts and processes student applications in coordination with the departments and programs that administer specific graduate degrees.  The dean of the Graduate School leads initiatives to grow and sustain graduate programs, oversees assessment of graduate programs, and determines the allocation of resources for graduate teaching assistants (GTAs).  The graduate dean is also involved in three instances of professional accreditation of graduate programs (MBA, MS in accounting, and master of forestry).  Michigan Tech is regionally accredited by the Higher Learning Commission.

Faculty input to graduate program administration is valued by the dean of the Graduate School.  The principal conduit of faculty and departmental input is through the Graduate Faculty Council (GFC), a university standing committee (https://www.admin.mtu.edu/admin/committe/memberg.htm).  The GFC, which meets approximately monthly throughout the academic year, serves as an advisory body for the dean of the Graduate School and is the main forum for the discussion of matters regarding graduate education and research programs.  GFC membership consists of the following:
· one representative and one alternate from each graduate-degree-granting department
· one representative from the Graduate Student Government
· members of the Graduate School staff 
· dean of the Graduate School
· one representative from the Van Pelt and Opie Library
· one representative from the University Senate
· representatives from the offices of other university deans are also invited to attend council meetings.

Council operations are the responsibility of its president, vice president, and secretary. Any member of the university community may bring agenda items to the GFC. Council's recommendations on agenda items are presented to the dean of the Graduate School, to the Provost, and to other deans, and they are also communicated to the university community.

The Graduate Faculty Council has long enjoyed a congenial relationship with the Graduate School, and there is a well-established history of open exchange between the two. The council is committed to preserving this collegial relationship and to providing the university community with timely information about the issues, concerns, and recommendations of the faculty, students, and staff responsible for graduate education and research at Michigan Tech.  Current membership in the Graduate Faculty Council is posted online:  http://www.mtu.edu/gradschool/about/governance/faculty-council/members/index.html

Faculty members engaged in graduate education are appointed by the dean of the Graduate School to membership in the graduate faculty.  Only graduate faculty members are eligible to:
· teach graduate courses,[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Qualified individuals not on the graduate faculty may be appointed, on a case by case basis, by the dean of the Graduate School to teach graduate courses.] 

· serve as examining members on master's and PhD committees, and
· supervise master's and PhD students.
The members of the graduate faculty are listed online: (https://www.mtu.edu/gradschool/prospective/locator/)



