A version of this text was used in the Humanities External Review Self Study submitted to the visiting teams on 19January2018; it was also used for external reviews that took place in fall 2018.  The original source was the Graduate School's website.  For more information, contact the Graduate School.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Graduate School Graduation Requirements
The Graduate School sets minimum degree requirements for all programs. Each graduate program may have additional requirements; the webpages for individual programs provide details on program specific requirements.
Doctor of Philosophy
The doctor of philosophy degree is a research degree. It is awarded in recognition of demonstrated mastery of subject matter in a chosen field of study and demonstrated competence in the conduct of an individual research investigation that represents a significant contribution to the cumulative knowledge of the field. An advisory committee of graduate faculty plans and supervises the program of study and research; the committee includes at least one member from outside the student's program. Each candidate’s course work and research topic must be approved by the advisory committee as meeting the standards generally associated with the doctoral degree.
Master of Science
The master’s degree demonstrates advanced ability, usually in both course work and research. An advisory committee of graduate faculty plans and supervises the program of study and research. Each candidate’s course work and research topic (if applicable) must be approved by the advisory committee as meeting the standards generally associated with the master of science degree.  Michigan Tech offers an accelerated path to the master's degree to current bachelor's degree students.  This pathway to the master's is open to students with junior standing who apply and meet all the particular program's entrance criteria (http://www.mtu.edu/accelerated/application/requirements/).  
Residency
Michigan Tech has the following residency requirements for PhD candidates:
· A minimum of two-thirds of the required non-research course work credits required for the degree must be taken through Michigan Tech.  PhD students must take at least 20 credits beyond the masters or 50 credits beyond the bachelors through Michigan Tech.
· Research credits used to satisfy degree requirements must be taken through Michigan Tech and must be supervised by a member of Michigan Tech's graduate faculty.
Courses which meet the "through Michigan Tech" requirement are defined as courses listed in the Michigan Tech course catalog and taught by Michigan Tech faculty.
Course Credits
Minimum requirements
· Thirty credits beyond the bachelor’s degree are required for a master’s degree.
· Thirty credits beyond the master’s degree are required for a PhD.
· Maximum of 12 credits may be at the 3000- or 4000-level (with program approval).
· MEng allows a maximum of 14 credits at the 3000- or 4000-level.
· One-third of the non-research credits may be transfer credits as long as they were not applied toward another degree.
· Research credits are the only pass/fail classes that may be counted toward a degree.
· All credits must meet the Scholastic Standards of the Graduate School in order to be counted toward the credit requirements.

Unallowable credits
· Courses numbered below 3000
· Audited courses
· Continuous enrollment courses (ex: UN5951, UN5953)
· Non-research courses taken for a pass/fail grade
· Credits applied toward another degree (see exceptions below)

Special Exceptions
· A portion of the non-research/non-practicum credits earned at Michigan Tech may be reused to earn an additional master's degree in accordance with Graduate School policy.
· Students in an accelerated master’s program may apply up to six (6) of the credits earned while an undergraduate toward both their bachelor’s and master’s degrees in accordance with university policy. Each program may set limits on the type and number of credits.

Time Limits
All work must be completed within the specified time frame starting from the first enrollment in the degree program or earliest course listed on the degree schedule, whichever is earliest.
· Master’s degree must be completed within five (5) calendar years.
· PhD must be completed within eight (8) calendar years.
Requests for extension must be made by the advisor to the Graduate School.  The decision to provide an extension is at the discretion of the dean of the Graduate School.


