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Summary Information

Repository: Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper
Country Historical Collections

Creator: International Frisbee and USA Guts Hall of Fame (Calumet,
Michigan)

Title: Records of the International Frisbee and USA Guts Hall of Fame

ID: MS-1040

Date [inclusive]: 1969-2023

Physical
Description:

2.0 cubic feet 2 Paige boxes 

Language of the
Material:

English .

Mixed Materials
[box]:

1-2

Abstract: Records, 1969-2022, of the International Frisbee and USA Guts
Hall of Fame.

Preferred Citation

MS-1040, Records of the International Frisbee and USA Guts Hall of Fame, Michigan
Technological University Archives and Copper Country Historical Collections, Houghton,
MI, 49931.
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Historical Note

Guts Frisbee, sometimes referred to as Guts or disc guts, is a high-speed disc game involving
two, five-man teams; 15 yards apart exchanging tosses. Points are awarded for throwing it
through the other team, but the receiving team must catch it single-handed and gets a point on
wild throws. The game is played to 21 points with a margin of 2.

Guts Frisbee has its roots in Ann Arbor, Michigan as a backyard family yard game in 1958
by brothers Boots and Jake Healy who initially threw around an old "Plutto Platter," a disc
produced by the company Wham-O who bought the rights in 1957. The brothers brought
their homemade sport to their family Fourth of July picnic in Escanaba. In August of that year
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they played a game up in Eagle Harbor, Michigan and called it "Guts Frisbee." An Escanaba
squad was established and started playing in Calumet, Michigan before it began to spread to
other places throughout the Upper Peninsula. The game started as a small, regional sport, but
started seeing growth in the late 1960s with the establishment of the International Frisbee
Tournament (IFT) by the late 60s, early 70s. Julius T. Nachazel, Michigan Technological
University professor, attended in 1969 and established the "Guts Cup," awarded annually at
the IFT. Nachazel's original cup was a large tomato juice can on top of a smaller can with iron
handles and can lid base. The smaller can contained a rattle and the larger one included the
inscription "Parole Heimath."

The International Frisbee and USA Guts Hall of Fame was established as early as 1978 by
Wham-O and the Keweenaw Chamber of Commerce. The hall was established in the Houghton
County Memorial Museum in Lake Linden in 1994. Growing interest in Calumet resulted in the
hall moving to the second floor of the Calumet Colosseum in Calumet, Michigan.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents

Records, 1969-2022, of the International Frisbee and USA Guts Hall of Fame. Included are
newsletters, newspaper clippings and magazines; rule books, programs, scoresheets, and
correspondence.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement
Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper Country Historical Collections

1400 Townsend Drive
Houghton 49931
copper@mtu.edu
URL: http://www.lib.mtu.edu/mtuarchives/

Conditions Governing Access
Available for use in the Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper Country
Historical Collections.
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Conditions Governing Use
Various copying restrictions apply. Guidelines are available from Michigan Technological
University Archives & Copper Country Historical Collections.
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Controlled Access Headings

• Disc golf
• Sports -- rules
• Team sports
• Calumet (Mich.)
• Copper Country (Mich.) -- History
• Articles
• Correspondence
• Magazines (periodicals)
• Newsletters
• Publications
• Records (Documents)

Collection Inventory

Correspondence, 1969-2016
Title/Description Instances

Correspondence by year, 1969-2016 box 1 folder 1-5
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General information, 1980-2013
Title/Description Instances

Guts frisbee rules and handbooks, 1980-1988 box 1 folder 6

Players and team names, 1986-2013 box 1 folder 7

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Hall of Fame, 1980-2017
Title/Description Instances

Historical file, undated, 2004 box 1 folder 8

Voting, 1980-2017 box 1 folder 9

^ Return to Table of Contents

Publications, 1969-2022

Articles

Articles by year, 1969-1998 box 1 folder 10-29

Articles by year, 2000-2023 box 2 folder 1-3

Magazines
Title/Description Instances

Articles, magazines, 1970-2008 box 2 folder 4

Disc sports, 1983-1987 box 2 folder 5

Flying disc world, 1974-1975 box 2 folder 6

Frisbee world, 1976-1981 box 2 folder 7-8

Miscellaneous magazines, 1980-2012 box 2 folder 9

Newsletters
Title/Description Instances

General, 1975-1997 box 2 folder 10

Guts players association, 1977-1995 box 2 folder 11-13

International frisbee association, 1969-1975 box 2 folder 14

Programs, 1972-1998 box 2 folder
15--17
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