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Summary Information

Repository: Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper
Country Historical Collections

Creator: NAMI Keweenaw Area

Title: NAMI Keweenaw Area Records

ID: MS-060

Date [inclusive]: 1989-2018

Physical
Description:

0.7 cubic feet 2 manuscript boxes 

Language of the
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Abstract: Records, 1989-2018, of NAMI Keweenaw Area.

Preferred Citation

MS-060, NAMI Keweenaw Area Records, Michigan Technological University Archives
and Copper Country Historical Collections, Houghton, MI.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Historical Note

NAMI Keweenaw Area was formed in Houghton, Michigan in the late 1980s at its first meeting
in the Griesell building on Sharon Avenue on April 11, 1989. Throughout the 1980s Copper
Country Mental Health Services (CCMH) offered educational classes for those supporting
mentally ill family members. When the course ended, community members formed a new
support group called Ba-Ho-Ke-On, which included members from Baraga, Houghton,
Keweenaw, and Ontonagon Counties to assist families with those living with schizophrenia. Ba-
Ho-Ke-On established itself as a local chapter of National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI),
a national, state, and regional support group that offers online resources and other support
services to those impacted by mental illness. The national organization was established in 1979
and NAMI Michigan was incorporated in January 1986.

- Page 3-



NAMI Keweenaw Area Records MS-060

Throughout the 1990s, the group held regular support group meetings and welcomed guest
speakers to talk on various topics associated with mental health. Booths at the Houghton
County Fair and held crocus sales to help raise awareness locally. Some members attended the
national NAMI conventions and state conferences to gain valuable insight into treatments and
information and the organization worked hard to secure grants to support conference travel,
buy informational resources for local libraries, events, and the production of pamphlets and
brochures as well as a newsletter.

In the early 2000s, NAMI Ba-Ho-Ke-On transitioned to NAMI Keweenaw Area and continued
to offer local support, host events, and have a presence at the Houghton County Fair and at
table at Community Awareness Day in the Copper Country Mall in Houghton despite dwindling
membership. By late 2018 NAMI Keweenaw Area's membership had declined to such a low
number that they no longer met NAMI Michigan's membership requirements. Unfortunately,
this led to NAMI Keweenaw Area's disbandment in 2018. They, along with other similar local
organizations such as Dial Help, have now joined a new local organization under the umbrella
of Mental Health Support Group (MHSG) - Keweenaw Area.
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Scope and Contents

Records, 1989-2018, of NAMI Keweenaw Area. The contents of this collection include a
condensed history of the organization, organizational minutes, by-laws and legal documents;
yearly activity files, and state and national conference materials. Also included are brochures,
booklets, resource guides, and magazine material from NAMI related to mental illness.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement
Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper Country Historical Collections

1400 Townsend Drive
Houghton 49931
copper@mtu.edu
URL: http://www.lib.mtu.edu/mtuarchives/

- Page 4-

mailto:copper@mtu.edu
http://www.lib.mtu.edu/mtuarchives/


NAMI Keweenaw Area Records MS-060

Conditions Governing Access
Available for use in the Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper Country
Historical Collections.

Conditions Governing Use
Various copying restrictions apply. Guidelines are available from Michigan Technological
University Archives & Copper Country Historical Collections.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Community organization
• Mental health
• Mental health services
• Copper Country (Mich.)
• Legal documents
• Minutes
• Records (Documents)
• Ba-Ho-Ke-On
• Mental Health Support Group -- Keweenaw Area
• NAMI Michigan
• National Alliance on Mental Illness

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances

General information, 1990-2003 box 1 folder 1

History, 2019 box 1 folder 2

Legal, 1989-2017 box 1 folder 3

Minutes, April 1989-January 2005 box 1 folder 4

Minutes, February 2005-January 2014 box 1 folder 5

NAMI and other magazines, newsletters, and resource guide,
2009-2016

box 1 folder 6

NAMI brochures and booklet, undated, 2008-2015 box 1 folder 7
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NAMI conferences, NAMI Michigan, 2004-2013 box 1 folder 8

NAMI conferences, NAMI Michigan, Lansing, reports and
handouts, 2013

box 1 folder 9

NAMI conferences, NAMI national, 2008-2011 box 2 folder 1

NAMI Keweenaw Area liason, undated box 2 folder 2

NAMI Keweenaw Area disbanding, spring 2018 box 2 folder 3

Newsletters, Ba-Ho-Ke-On, 1989-2000 box 2 folder 4

Rice Foundation information, 2005-2017 box 2 folder 5

Yearly files, 2004-2018 box 2 folder 6-19
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