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Summary Information

Repository: Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper
Country Historical Collections

Creator: Portage Lake Area Association for Family and Community
Education

Title: Portage Lake Area Association for Family and Community
Education Records

ID: MS-030

Date [inclusive]: 1969-2012

Physical
Description:

0.53 cubic feet 2 manuscript boxes 

Language of the
Material:

English .

Mixed Materials
[box]:

1-2

Abstract: Records, 1969-2012, of the Portage Lake Area Association for
Family and Community Education (FCE).

Preferred Citation

MS-030, Portage Lake Area Association for Family and Community Education Records,
Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper Country Historical Collections,
Houghton, Michigan.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Historical Note

The Portage Lake Area Association for Family and Community Education, a regional chapter
of the National Association for Family and Community Education, was established in the
1940s as a home extension group under the National Home Demonstration Council which
formed in 1936. The initial goal of the group was to organize the rural women in the United
States into a national organization where they promoted lobbying for Public Health Services.
Among their first efforts in the 1940s, the organization cooked hot meals for classrooms and
laid the foundation for the hot school lunch program. Other endeavors over its existence have
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included lobbying for rural reading programs and bookmobiles, traffic safety, rural health, and
improvements in child television programming.

In 1964 the National Home Demonstration Council changed its name to the National
Homemakers Council, later changing once again to the National Association for Family and
Community Education, both of which existed at the state level as the Michigan Association of
Extension Homemakers and the Michigan Association for Family and Community Education
respectively.

The first local club in the Copper Country was established in Atlantic Mine in the 1940s
and 1950s along with groups in Hubbell, Calumet, and Chasells. The Portage Area club was
established in the 1970s and at one point in its history there were 14-19 clubs located in
Houghton County with over 300 members. Locally, the clubs have worked on projects related
to "helping with 4-H programs, catering the annual potato banquet…weekly radio spots
on WHDF radio station, Senior Teas, Christmas Teas, Spring Achievement days and selling
pinecone wreaths." Additional activities have included an "annual food booth at the county
fair, and a booth at the Chassell Strawberry Festival."

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents

Records, 1969-2012, of the Portage Lake Area Association for Family and Community
Education (FCE). Contents include by-laws and organization documents, financial information,
membership information, and reports. Also documented are some of the chapter's activities
such as participation in the Houghton County Fair and district meetings. Also included in the
collection are materials pertaining to the Family and Community Education (FCE) Character
Counts Coalition contest, which includes newsletters, articles, and press releases related to the
essay and drawing contest; as well as notes regarding the winner and how far they advanced
that year. Related to the contest, the collection includes ephemera including pencils and
commemorative pins depicting the contests' mascots.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Collection was arranged aphabetically by processing archivist in the absence of original order.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement
Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper Country Historical Collections

1400 Townsend Drive
Houghton 49931
copper@mtu.edu
URL: http://www.lib.mtu.edu/mtuarchives/

Conditions Governing Access
Available for use in the Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper Country
Historical Collections.

Conditions Governing Use
Various copying restrictions apply. Guidelines are available from Michigan Technological
University Archives & Copper Country Historical Collections.

Immediate Source of Acquisition
The contents of this collection were donated to the Michigan Technological University
Archives and Copper Country Historical Collections by Judith E. Albee, former member of
the FCE, on March 22, 2023 and May 8, 2023.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Contests
• Families -- Michigan -- History
• Public welfare -- Michigan -- Houghton County
• Women -- Societies and clubs -- Michigan -- Upper Peninsula
• Houghton County (Mich.)
• Ephemera (general object genre)
• Financial records
• Membership lists
• Records (Documents)
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• Reports

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances

Budget, 1999-2010 box 1 folder 1

FCE Character Counts Coalition Contest, 1996-2010 box 1 folder 2-12

FCE Character Counts Coalition Contest pencil, undated box 3 item 1

FCE Character Counts Coalition Contest pins, undated box 3 item 2-7

FCE food booth information (past years), 1988-2011 box 1 folder 13

Family and Community Education installation, by laws, etc.,
1995

box 1 folder 14

Financial ledger, 1969-1997 box 1 folder 15

Houghton County Fair booth information, 1989-2012 box 1 folder 16

Houghton district meeting, recycling handouts, undated box 1 folder 17

Membership, 1988-2011 box 1 folder 18

Newsletter, articles, and mixer/quizes, 1992-2011 box 1 folder 19

Programs/history, 1988-2011 box 2 folder 1

Year end reports, 1990-2010 box 2 folder 2
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