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THURSDAY, JANUARY 19

i'-?emgnlmng 15 years of the Bob Mark pitch
competition legacy, graduate and
undergmduate students from across
‘campus disciplines are invited to pitch their
business models.

This legacy event celebrates
entrepreneurship and is a tribute to the late
College of Business Professor of Practice Bob
Mark. We invite faculty, staff, students, and
community members to join us.

$2,000 $1,000 $500
1st Prize 2nd Prize 3rd Prize

Honorable Mention: §250
Audlem:e Favorite: $250
‘Sponsored by Dan Gre*en, Mlchrgan Tech Alum and

Sponsored | bytheMT EC SmartZone and the Mlchfgﬁh
ic Development Corg ion (MEDC)

- Social Impact Award: $1,000

: Sp(msmed by Dr. Elham Asgari, Gates Professor, CoB
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New Venture Challenge at C

For more than a decade, Michigan Technological
University and Central Michigan University have
collaborated to offer Tech students the opportunity
to compete at the New Venture Competition in
Mount Pleasant, Michigan. Students compete for
more than $100,000 in cash prizes and in-kind
services. Tech students won the following awards in
the Seven-Minute Pitch Competition category:

@ Social Mission Category - First Prize - Bayle Golden
with STEMPOWER ($10,000)

@ Best Overall Pitch - Bayle Golden with
STEMPOWER ($10,000)

® Tech High Growth category - Third Prize - Rourke
Sylvain with imi ($2,000)

Undergraduate student Jordan Craven

(management information systems and computer
science) pitched Sizelogic at the TCNewTech
University Pitch Showdown and won both First Prize
at $1,500 and Audience Favorite at $500. Sizelogic is
an innovative online clothing solution to ensure that
clothes purchased online fit. Craven competed
against students from colleges across Michigan. The
TCNewTech pitch event is part of Northern Michigan
Startup Week, a weeklong celebration of
entrepreneurship held in Traverse City each year.
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Rice Business Plan C

Craduate student Rourke Sylvain {biomedical engineering) and Al
Dabas 23 (B.S. Biomedical Engineering) pitched imi (integrated
molecular innovations) at the renowned Rice Business Plan
Competition. They won $25000 in prize money for the best
pediatric device, sponsored by Southwest National Pediatric Device
Innovation Consortium (SWPDC). Sylvain, founder and CEO, and Ali
Dabas, co-founder and Chief Technical Officer, pitched a wearable
device that revolutionizes health care by eliminating the need for
centralized clinical testing. They pitched in two categories. The
shorter elevator pitch can be viewed on YouTube.,

University Innovati

The University Innovation Fellows is an international program offered through the Stanford University
Hasso Plattner Institute of Design (d.school). Students identified an opportunity on campus and
framed a solution as part of a year-long project. Teams came up with complementary solutions to an
existing problem that students face, finding student resources on campus. They developed two
prototypes, revamping an existing app and a student guide. Meg Rotole and Suhayb Zeglam
attended the transformative Silicon Valley Meetup held each March. The Meetup is an experiential
conference in which fellows collaborate with other UlIFs from around the world by applying design
thinking tools and strategies. In the spring semester of 2022, the Pavlis Honors College hosted a
pinning ceremony for students who completed the UIF program. Four students finished this year’s
cohort: Meg Rotole (mechanical engineering), Suhayb Zeglam (electrical engineering), Kyler Bomhof
(computer science), and Bayle Golden (graduate student Engineering Management).
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An affiliate member of the NSF |-Corps Great Lakes Region Hub, Michigan Tech and hosted two
cohorts during the academic year. At the completion of 30 customer discovery interviews, eligible
teams may be awarded a $1,000 mini-grant and continue on to the I-Corps National Program. Thirty
one individuals completed the |-Corps program. Two applied research faculty teams will go on to the
I-Corps National Program in which they have $50K available towards customer discovery interviews,
The |-Corps program uses the lean startup methodology to de-risk technology by conducting
customer discovery interviews in order to validate or invalidate their business model hypothesesand to
find a scalable business model. Forty-three individuals completed our lean startup workshops.
Throughout the program, they worked to validate their business hypotheses through custormer
discovery interviews and developed scalable business models.

Student Testimonials

Husky innovate creates a supportive ecosystem for entrepreneurs. | recommend every
student who has an idea to participate in husky innovates events and leverage their support
The events and programs | participated in greatly enhanced my understanding of the
significance of people-first design and the importance of distinguishing the solution from
the problem. Typically, | tend to approach problem-solving with a preconceived solution in
mind. However, through my involvement in the UIF program and other events, | have

Ali Dabas

The events and programs | participated in greatly enhanced my understanding of the
significance of people-first design and the importance of distinguishing the solution from
the problem. Typically, | tend to approach problem-solving with a preconceived solution in
mind. However, through my involvement in the UIF program and other events, | have
significantly improved my ability to generate ideas before creating prototypes and
implementing solutions.

Kyler Bomhof

Without the insights, help, and support offered to me by Husky
Innovate and the MTEC smart Zone the seed that was my business
idea would not have germinated . Their support in the beginning was
instrumental to the successes imi Nnow experiences.

Rourke Sylvain




Workshops & Talks

In addition to our regularly scheduled events, we added new venues,

= Drofessor Jon Leinonen, College of Business, hosted “Explaining Your Market Opportunity,” a
workshop which proved helpful for students working to characterize the size of their market, a
compelling part of any business model pitch.

™ Dr. Wayne Gersig, Vice President for Diversity & Inclusion, presented “How Diversity Supports
Innovation” which demonstrated that listening to stakeholders leads to insightful and value-added
solutions.

m Off ice Hours with mentor Joe Corso 77 (BS. Electrical Engineering) proved invaluable to innovators
honing their pitches and business models.

mm Hysky Innovate facilitated student engagement with two new pitch competitions, MCSC
(Michigan Collegiate Startup Challenge), and the prestigious Rice Business Plan Competition with
Tech winners at both.

m During the fall semester, Ed Kim, Program Director, MTRAC Innovation Hub for Advanced
Computing Technologies, Ed is a deep tech translational research mentor and investor. He
presented “New Venture Creation,” and shared his insights on commercializing innovations and
lessons learned as an entrepreneur and investor.

m During the spring semester, we pulled in esteemed entrepreneurs and philanthropic leaders
Rebecca Ufkes, Phil Ufkes, Thu Brule, and David Brule for a panel discussion. Collectively, their
experiences were informed by leading ventures housed right here in the UP, across the nation, and
in fields including technology, manufacturing, and the beauty industry. Each shared their rich
experiences, knowledge and insights about how to

| have benefitted tremendously
from being a part of Husky Innovate
and | hope to continue being

Innovate

involved in the future. My abllities to
speak in front of crowds, and do so
effectively, would not be half of what
it is without this prograim.
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The Alley Makerspace is a creative space on campus with open source equipment and tools available
to all students. Equipment includes 3D printers, woodworking equipment, electronics, and sewing
available during the spring and fall semesters. Daily operations are managed by student interns who
coordinate a team of trained student volunteer coaches. Throughout the year, students host making
and training events, making this space a popular destination for building prototypes for a class project
or just for fun. This year we had over 4,000 check-ins. Since 2016 we have seen over 24K check-ins!

The Makers Guild, a student organization of makers, contributed to the space by hosting and
sponsoring mMmake nights and making oriented events. Including Makers Guild, four student
organizations meet regularly at the Alley Makerspace; Craft Club, Halo (Husky Amateur Lego
Organization), and Rocket League.

Alley Makerspace makers demonstrated their leadership when they took their making and coaching
skills on the road during the community Maker Fest hosted by Superior Fab Labs at Houghton High
School. Meg Rotole, Jack Philp, and Eric Nordan and other Tech students led making activities with
makers of all ages at the Maker Fest Event.

Milwaukee Tool generously donated hand-tools and consumables to the Alley. Students were thrilled
to receive the donation from our friends at Milwaukee Tool.




Sponsorship & Gifts

Michigan Technological University

ya ﬂ‘ { College of Business e DMENT CORRORA N

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Creative Mines W

SMART ZONE"
_ LAST MILE CAFE

Special thanks to this year’s generous sponsors and supporters:
@ Pavlis Honors College

@ Office of Innovation and Commercialization

@ College of Business

@ Rick and Jo Berquist

@® Dan (Michigan Tech alum) and Jane Green

@ College of Business Gates Professor Elham Asgari

@ Patrick Visser, MTEC SmartZone and the Michigan Economic Development Corporation
@ Jim Baker (Associate Vice President for Research Administration) and Victoria Baker

@® Magann Dykema (Michigan Tech alum)

@® Lcanne (Michigan Tech alum) and Steven Jensen

@ Corporate sponsor, Milwaukee Tool



