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Capital Safety Outlays
The high cost of unmanaged legacy wastes
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The cost of legacy 
chemicals
$18K to dispose of one 
department's legacy wastes.
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The cost of legacy 
chemicals
$9K for disposing of unstable 
legacy chemical (Picric Acid)
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The cost of legacy 
chemicals
$100K (and a multi-day building 
closure) for decontaminating a 
legacy hood (Perchloric Acid) 
that was improperly 
decommissioned 
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What can you do?

Hierarchy of Controls
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What can you do?

Consider if you need that 
specific chemical
Elimination? 
Substitution?



What can you do?
Only purchase what you need



What can you do?
Only purchase what you need



What can you do?

Pay attention to chemicals that become 
unstable overtime



What can you do?

Pay attention to chemicals that become 
unstable overtime

fishersci.com



HALF PAGE IMAGE SIZE EXAMPLE

What can you do?
Dispose of (properly!) at end 
of the project



A final PSA
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Flammable Oxidizing



QUESTIONS?

Picture credit, Jeff 
Lewin


