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• The Leading Scholar Award is Michigan Tech’s premier 
scholarship program

• Academically talented high school seniors with 
leadership experience are encouraged to apply

• General academic guidelines
• 3.3 or higher cumulative GPA (on a 4.00 scale)
• ACT & SAT scores not considered for incoming fall 

2021 students

Overview
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• Michigan Residents
• Top awards are valued at full tuition, room and board, and $1,000
• All other finalists receive $10,000
• Renewable for 4 years (8 semesters)

• Non-Michigan Residents
• Top awards are valued at full nonresident tuition
• All other finalists receive $20,000
• Renewable for 4 years (8 semesters)

• Alumni Legacy and Military Family Education Recipients
• Finalist will receive the Michigan value of their scholarship

Value
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How to Apply
Complete the free 
application for admission

Create an account at 
go.mtu.edu/apply

Have the contact 
information ready for a 
recommender/mentor

Write approximately a 
one-page essay (3,000 
characters including 
spaces) 
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Apply for Admission
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Leading Scholar Application



Leading Scholar Application

If you have set up your 
Application Portal, use the 
email and password you use to 
check your admissions 
application status.

If you have applied for admission, but not set 
up your Application Portal, check your email 
for a message: Set up your Application Portal.

Use the unique link and temporary password.

Email mtu4u@mtu.edu if you need the Portal 
email resent.
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Leading Scholar Application



Leading Scholar Application



Recommendation Letter
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Recommendation Letter



Essay Submission
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Submitting Your Application
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Updating your Application



Deadlines
• Apply by October 15

• Mentors submit letter by October 15

mtu.edu/admissions/scholar
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The Essay Question

“Leaders have the ability to ask outstanding questions 
that make people think and inspire action.  What 
question do you feel you should answer for this 
scholarship application?

Tell us your question, and provide your answer—be sure 
to draw on your leadership experience or include your 
future leadership goals in your response.

There is no wrong answer (or question), so have fun—
don't be afraid to think outside the box."



Essay Tips

Be distinctive 
• What have you done that benefits your school or community
• Where have you travelled to that made an impact globally

Don’t over think the essay
• Write about what you want to write about
• Tell us your story (avoid the resume)

Proofread your work
Length

• Longer isn’t necessarily better

More tips
• See mtu.edu/finaid/students/current/leading
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 Welcome
 Leadership activities with 

finalists, led by Amy 
Climer

 Meeting with faculty
 Leading Scholar Tech Pal
 Michigan Tech Showcase
 Financial Aid Q & A
 Housing Q & A
 Parent /Student Panel
 Reflection Video

Virtual Finalist 
Program
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Timeline

• October 15: Application Deadline

• October 15: Recommendation submission deadline

• November 15: Finalist Notifications on Application Portal

• November/December: Virtual Finalist Events

• January 1 (latest): Scholarship decisions are made



Questions?
mtu.edu/admissions/scholar

888-688-1885
leadingscholars@mtu.edu
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