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Guidelines when Requesting a Waiver of Written Informed Consent
Use these guidelines and suggestions when planning any alternative consent and risk reduction procedures not limited to ethnographic studies and/or general anonymous oral interviews, surveys, etc.

This document is intended to be used as a guide. Some elements may or may/not fit the study you are conducting therefore you may need to edit elements as needed. Ethnography and participant observation are different from other types of studies conducted and a standard written consent form may be inappropriate or perhaps hazardous to both participants and researchers.
The IRB may waive written documentation of the consent form in certain instances (but not the process itself) of research involving:

· no more than minimal risk where the research could not be practically carried out if written documentation were required (such as telephone surveys, anonymous interviews), or
· if the subject is unable to read, or
·  if written consent is found to be culturally disrespectful or inappropriate, or 
· if when a researcher determines that linking a participant to the data increases risks to subjects that participate in their study 
When requesting a waiver of written informed consent you need to consider guidelines as established by federal regulations and our institution for waiver approval to be determined. You will be required to provide the following information in the protocol for justification for the request and append a script of what will be spoken. See page 2 for a sample.

Use the following information to develop and communicate details in your project description:

1. Details of how you will obtain oral consent from the subjects 

2. Whether the population you will be working with is generally literate and what language(s) they speak and read/write
a. If subjects do not speak English, describe your language proficiency in subjects’ native language (i.e., conversational, fluent, don’t speak the language) or if you will use a translator

b. If you plan to use a translator, explain any relationship the translator has with the participants and provide instructions you will give to the translator regarding confidentiality

3. If it were known that you or team members associated with you were engaged in a research study with subjects, explain if any exposure of subject participation would increase any risks to you or the subjects from authorities such as local tribe leaders, governmental agencies, police, employers, parents, etc. Explain how you will minimize this risk by providing information or explaining if approval will be obtained from an authority figure first in order to minimize risks for participating in the study
4. If data gathered during an interview was read or heard by others, would this potentially place the subject at any risk of status loss or some other social or legal risk 

5. Include any other possible risks (physical, psychological, professional, personal) to the subjects

a. Include what your actions would be to protect subjects from the risks above
6. Explain how/where you will keep the data collected secured

For example, Participant coding and transcripts, and field notes will be kept separate and secure on a password protected laptop. (or if the case, I will keep all written data in a locked office [provide location].
An example of language you may consider when requesting a waiver of written consent

Remember you may edit appropriately for your individual study.
I will be working with a population with a low literacy rate, and they are not accustomed to signing forms. A written consent may be intimidating and/or impractical. I am requesting a waiver of written consent and plan to orally inform participants about my study and their rights to participate. [I speak a common language with participants and will deliver the following oral model.] I will document their consent by means of _____________.  The next sentence is not required, but if it is the case, indicate the following: I will not ask for subjects to identify themselves by name. I will safeguard confidentiality by ____________ (i.e. code data received and maintain a separate key on a password protected laptop or in my field notes).  If subject involvement involves potentially sensitive information provide information on how you plan  to safeguard confidentiality of the data collected such as using a coding method, how it will be recorded, where this information will be stored and who will have access to it. 

Oral model that that is proposed to be spoken or read to participants: 
(This is a template, feel free to edit appropriately according to your study.)
I am __________________ (i.e. anthropologist, graduate student, Peace Corps volunteer) from Michigan Technological University [if this is an international study, add “in the United States”]. I am conducting a study at my school to_______ (describe reason or purpose of research: i.e., if writing a paper and/or using data gathered for a presentation, if it is for completing an academic degree, etc.). I would like to talk to you about ____________ (whatever the focus or the inquiry is). [If you plan to tape record an interview, include language such as “I would like to tape record our conversation, so that I can accurately record your response. You may ask me to turn off the machine at any time if you become uncomfortable and no longer wish to be recorded”]. 

You may ask me questions at any time and talk about things you think I should know about, even if I don’t ask. You should feel free to interrupt me if you want to ask questions about _______ (whatever the focus or the inquiry is). You are not required to talk to me or answer my questions. Even if you decide now to talk to me about _______ (whatever the focus or the inquiry is), you may later ask me to stop asking you about it. When you ask me to stop, I will stop asking you about ___________ (whatever the focus of the inquiry is). Nothing bad will happen to you or me if you decide to not answer my questions about ___________ (whatever the focus of the inquiry is).

I will not reveal anything that you say to me beyond anyone helping me whom I trust to maintain your confidentiality. I will do everything I can to protect your privacy, but there is always a slight chance that someone could find out about our conversation. 

I am asking if you would agree to participate in this study, and to talk to me about _______ (whatever the focus or the inquiry is). Do you agree to participate? (Will you allow me to tape record our conversation?)
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