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Research projects (XX 5990 Thesis and XX 6990 Doctoral Research) are graded on a pass/fail basis:
· P (progress)—may be used for 5000- or 6000-series research courses where projects carry over for more than one semester.
· Q (inadequate progress)—may be used for 5000- or 6000-series research courses where projects carry over for more than one semester.

Graduate students who receive a Q grade in their research course or whose cumulative university GPA is below 3.0 are placed on academic probation.  Two successive semesters on academic probation result in the student being suspended (https://www.mtu.edu/gradschool/policies-procedures/academic/good-standing/).
Michigan Tech graduate students who have reached certain milestones are eligible to enter Research Mode, which allows students to register for research credits at a reduced tuition rate.  To be eligible for Research Mode, master’s candidates must complete all required courses as well as the required number of credits for their degree (usually 30).  Doctoral candidates must satisfactorily complete both their qualifying and dissertation-proposal exams, as well as all courses required for their degree (as applicable).  Additional credit minimums are in place for doctoral students as described at the Graduate School's website (https://www.mtu.edu/gradschool/policies-procedures/academic/research-mode/).   

