2016-2018 RTC Course Offerings
Fall 2016
HU 5002 Rhetoric and Composition………………………………………..….Romney
CRN 84643 12:35pm – 1:50pm TR Walker 329B
This course considers key theoretical, pedagogical, and historical issues and events
that have linked the fields of rhetoric, composition, and literacy studies.
(Groundwork)

HU 5008 Critical Approaches to Literature & Culture………………..….Adolphs
CRN 84644 7:05pm – 9:35pm W Walker 329B
This course explores key approaches to literature and culture from a critical
(interpretive) perspective. We will focus on exile literature and film, especially works
by exile writers, artists and scholars who left Nazi Germany. This seminar will
introduce students to the question of how communication influences representation,
understanding, and cultural practice. We will focus on issues of cross-cultural studies,
thereby addressing questions that should fulfill the Modern Language requirement for
PhD students. With regard to exile studies, we will read major works of exile literature,
both fictional and critical (political and philosophical essays, speeches, movies and
radio broadcasts).
(Groundwork, Global Literacy Requirement)

HU 5012 Communication Theory…………………………………………..…........Bell
CRN 84645 7:05pm – 9:35pm M Walker 329B
In the influential article "Communication Theory as a Field" Robert Craig (1999)
outlined seven different traditions of communication study, each characterized by the
way in which communication itself is defined. This seminar will focus on what Craig
called the cybernetic tradition, which views communication as the flow of information.
We are often told that we live in an "information age" where the creation, distribution,
use, collection, and manipulation of information is fundamental to economic, political,
and cultural activity. How did information become a key concept for communication
theory in the late 20th century, and what impact does this have on how and what we
study as "communication"? We will take a broad, chronological approach to the
development of "information" as a concept, reading selections from primary works
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(e.g., Weiner, Shannon, Bateson) as well as analysis (e.g., Day, Hayles, Kittler). We
will look at the implications of information theory for the development and use of
communication technologies and well as for technical (Bowker & Star), social (Brown &
Daguid; Gibson), and political (Schiller; Galloway) communication. (Groundwork)

HU 5030 Linguistic Analysis………………………………………………..…….Bergvall
CRN 84646 11:05am – 12:20pm TR Walker 329B
This course takes up discourse analysis by first surveying some theoretical and
methodological foundations (e.g., Saussure's signifiers, Foucault’s orders of discourse,
Bakhtin’s heteroglossia in the novel, Bourdieu’s habitus, as well as Chomsky’s idealized
speaker/hearer, and Gumperz’s communicative competence). Then we focus on a
subset of approaches: Conversation Analysis (e.g., Schegloff, Jefferson), Critical
Discourse Analysis (Fairclough, van Dijk, Gee, Lazar), Communities of Practice
(Eckert & McConnell-Ginet), and Multimodality (Barthes, Kress & van Leeuwen) that
affect how we choose and analyze texts (and images/other modalities). We conclude
by examining the analysis of issues, e.g., the study of gender/sex/sexuality (Butler,
Cameron), science studies (Bergvall), decolonization (Tuhiwai Smith), and/or political
discourse (Chilton). Students will practice sample analyses of different discursive forms
(oral, written, electronic, visual…), considering their social settings, and then
undertake (or continue) a larger project that analyzes how the affordances of different
texts and other semiotic channels shape and are shaped by their messages and
intentions.
(Methodology)

HU 5711 Biomedical Research Ethics…………………………………..……..Johnson
CRN 84647 9:35am – 10:50am TR Walker 329B
This is a discussion-centered graduate-level course that will examine selected ethical
theories and problems in medical ethics, with an emphasis on research using human
and animal subjects. The course will provide an introduction to the history of research
ethics, and to different international ethical codes that have been adopted in reaction
to abuses of research subjects. A basic grounding in ethical theory and approaches to
bioethics will be included. A case-study method designed to develop skills in the
analysis of case problems in clinical medicine and biomedical research will be utilized.
(Advanced Conduct of Research Requirement)

HU 6050 Special Topics in Language & Literature……………………...Van Kooy
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CRN 84648 2:05pm – 3:20pm TR Walker 329B
What does it mean to think globally? Globalization is a common term but what are its
historical and cultural contexts and antecedents? In this course our collective task is
to investigate the relatively recent global turn in many academic disciplines by
examining early paradigms of what Manfred Steger refers to as the ‘global imaginary.’
Arguably, a global consciousness emerges in the Romantic era (1770-1840), one that
is tied to imperialism, slavery, global war (the Napoleonic wars), and emerging
technologies and scientific discourses. Throughout the semester we will discover
contesting global perspectives, which will lead to discussions of how the period’s
literary works knit together complex cultural narratives and how these relate to
contemporary theories about empire and imperialism, globalization, modernity, war,
aesthetics, and conceptualizations of technology and nature.
(Global Literacy Requirement)

Spring 2017
HU 5020 Composition Theory……………………………………………….……Kitalong
CRN

7:05pm – 9:35pm M Walker 329B

An introduction to such issues in composition theory as the relationships of thought to
language, of spoken to written language, of reading to writing, of writing to learning,
and of process to product.

HU 5070 History & Theory of Rhetoric……………………………..…………Johnson
CRN

7:05pm – 9:35pm TR Walker 329B

Moves from a focus on classical rhetoric to a selective overview of rhetoric in the
medieval, Enlightenment, modern, and contemporary periods. There will be a
consistent theme of inquiry concerning the applications of rhetorical theory to the
practices of producing texts in various forms and the teaching of writing through
rhetorical theories. Further, we will read primary and secondary texts pertaining to the
various periods.
(Groundwork)
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HU 5112 Theoretical Perspectives on Technology………………..………Marratto
CRN

9:05am – 12:05pm W Walker 329B

In this course we will explore different theoretical approaches to technology as it
intersects with society, communication, ethics and politics. Among the approaches we
will consider are phenomenology, critical theory, Marxism, feminism, deconstruction,
actor-network theory. Among other things, what these contemporary approaches to
thinking about technology have in common is their skepticism regarding a traditional
understanding of technology as a simple ensemble of tools or instruments to be used
for human purposes. In challenging this instrumentalist view, these approaches would
draw our attention to the ways in which technology actively shapes our world and our
sense of our own possibilities for action within it. We will evaluate these different
theoretical approaches and consider their implications.
(Groundwork, Methodology)

HU 5114 Visual Theory and Analysis…………………………………..………Hristova
CRN

9:00am – 12:00noon M Walker 329B

A critical survey of selected theoretical, philosophical, and methodological issues that
inform various disciplinary perspectives on the study of the visual, such as sociology,
film and television theory, communication, and art history.
(Groundwork)

HU 6115 Special Topics in Technical Communication………..……Waddell
CRN

3:35pm – 4:50pm TR Walker 329B

In 2015, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called climate change “one of
the most crucial problems on earth.” Unfortunately, climate change has also been
characterized as “probably the largest science communication failure in history”
(Stoknes, 2015).
A 2013 study published in Environmental Research Letters concluded that between
1991 and 2011, 97.1% of those peer-reviewed, climate-change studies that expressed
a position on anthropogenic global warming “endorsed the consensus position that
humans are causing global warming.” Nevertheless, a 2014 Yale study found that 35
percent of Americans still believe that global warming is caused mostly by natural
phenomena.
In an attempt to identify key strategies for improving communication about climate
change, this course will consider work from a broad range of approaches to
communication, including scientific and technical communication, rhetoric,
communication studies/cultural studies, media and mass communication studies,
critical discourse analysis, and psychology.
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Fall 2017
HU 5004 Cultural Theory……………………………………………………..…..Fonkoue
CRN
HU5004 Cultural Theory
This course engages students on the prefix "post" in cultural theory today, and
explores a number of dichotomies that this prefix creates in cultural history, while
investigating concepts that have become central in understanding our own time,
including postmodernism, poststructuralism, postcolonialism, post-feminism and posthumanism.
The course will also provide a platform to foster collaboration and team-teaching
among graduate faculty.
(Groundwork)

HU 5006 Continental Philosophy………………………..………………..…...Morrison
CRN
This course will provide students with a critical approach to the philosophical and
theoretical foundations of Continental Philosophy. We will read canonical 20th Century
Continental texts by Martin Heidegger, Emmanuel Levinas, Michel Foucualt and
Jacques Derrida. The material will introduce students to the major issues and themes
that animate contemporary scholarship across the humanities and social sciences. We
will engage with themes such as: the nature of being, truth, humanism and animality,
subjectivity (& intersubjectivity), time, the Other (alterity), the feminine, language,
sex and power.
(Groundwork)

HU 5007 Critical Perspectives on Globalization………………………….…Amador
CRN
This course explores through various critical methodologies how the categories of
Nation, Race, Class, and Gender (to name a few) work to define the construction of
"The Global" as a concept. Students will engage theories in critical sociology and
anthropology; historical materialist political economy and systems-theory; and
contemporary analyses of coloniality and biopolitics, in order to analyze how the role of
creating categories of study is central to studying world-historical processes of global
integration. In the course, students will be asked to draw from their own research
interests (from Scientific and Technical Communication to Cultural Studies) in order to
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produce novel categories or refine current categories for comprehension of
globalization as a process and the Global as a concept. This course is intended to
satisfy both the Methods and Methodologies and the intercultural/global literacy
requirement.
(Groundwork)

HU 6001 Special Topics in RTC: Rhetorical Analysis……………….…….Seigel
CRN
This course will introduce you to different methods of and perspectives on rhetorical
analysis in academic writing. By the end of the course, you should:
•   be able to choose a method of analysis most appropriate to your research
questions, forum, and subject matter
•   have a greater understanding which disciplines tend to employ rhetorical
analysis as a method and how rhetorical criticism intersects with other
disciplines and areas of inquiry
•   be familiarized with the professional forums where rhetorical analysis is
discussed and practiced (journals, organizations, conferences, etc.)
•   gain familiarity and experience with the conventions of academic writing in fields
that employ rhetorical analysis as a method.
(Methodology)

HU 6010 Special Topics in Communications – Media Studies..……..Collins
CRN
This course introduces approaches to media studies and various methods of inquiry
focused around three overlapping areas of communication research: 1) the medium as
technological object, cultural form, and historical artifact; 2) media practice as
industries and institutions; 3) audience and media reception. The course considers the
methodological assumptions and objectives of a range of qualitative texts within these
three areas, drawing from semiotics, medium theory, media archaeology, cultural
history, political economy, social theory, and cultural studies. We examine the nature
of research questions particular to the field of media studies as well as the strengths
and limitations of methods used to address such questions. Readings include
explanations of methodological approaches, but by way of specific interesting
theoretical and/or empirical studies on such topics as the printing press, news,
Hollywood, television, celebrity, fandom, advertising, and media policy, to name a few.
Assignments include short analysis papers on different methodological approaches and
a proposal design outlining a research project.  
(Methodology)  
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Spring 2018
HU 5003 Technical and Scientific Communication …………………………Fiss
CRN
This course provides an advanced introduction to Technical and Scientific
Communication, especially in its intersections with science and technology studies. The
interdisciplinary field of Technical and Scientific Communication combines history,
theory, professional practice, and pedagogy to encourage the examination of science
and technology as evolving, complex forms of knowledge, social constructs, and
realms of human life.
We begin by reading about current research in the field and looking at a few
frameworks for considering Technical and Scientific Communication from the
perspectives of rhetoric, philosophy, history, communication, education, and other
fields. We then work through a series of case studies to try out the different
approaches. Throughout, we’ll be thinking about how well the frameworks match the
case studies, as we consider the varied places of Technical and Scientific
Communication in the workplace, the laboratory, the classroom, and our broader lives.
(Groundwork)
HU 5113 Cultural Studies………………………………………………..…………Slack
CRN
Introduction to the theoretical history, methods, and practice of cultural studies.
Includes the influence of literary humanism, Marxism, structuralism, subcultural
studies, feminism, postmodernism, articulation theory, Deleuze and Guattari.
(Global Literacy Requirement, Methodology)

HU 6050 Special Topics in Language & Literature………..………Viera-Ramos
CRN
Advanced study of topics in language and literature including U.S., British, and world.
May include intercultural and comparative studies and the reading of literature, literary
and critical theory, translation and film.
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HU 6060 Special Topics in Philosophy: Philosophy of Language………Bowler
CRN
In this course we will examine a range of philosophical understandings of the nature of
language and its central role in human existence such as in discourse, communication,
thought, action, world constitution, self-understanding and historical
understanding. We will look at formal-logical; phenomenological; structuralist and
post-structuralist; and hermeneutic conceptions of language, among others.
HU 6114 Spec Top in Visual Representation: Feminism & Visual Media....Shoos
CRN
This course will examine the work of contemporary feminist visual media theorists,
critics, and artists/practitioners and their engagement with key intellectual and political
issues in media and media representation. Particular attention will be given to debates
that have arisen around feminism and media studies and how they are informed by the
intersections and tensions between gender, race, class, dis/ability, sexual orientation,
and age/generation. Course readings and screenings will be interdisciplinary and
drawn from areas such as film studies, cultural studies, communication, queer and
trans theory, and new media so that students gain a sense of the field of feminist
media studies and its influences and possibilities.

HU 6115 Special Topics in Technical Communications………………………Brady
CRN
This course traces social, political, and cultural issues that have emerged in science
and technology studies as a result of feminist examinations of gender, class, race,
ethnicity, sexual orientation, and the physical body. The course begins with an
examination of selected historiographies intended to counter descriptions of feminist
work as linear, unified, pure, and complete, and to propose, instead, that it is fluid,
plural, contradictory, and ongoing. Using the latter as a conceptual framework, the
course takes up feminist texts that probe definitions of scientific and technological
knowledge, theorize the distinctions between the two, and suggest how both
knowledge systems contribute to gender essentialism. Drawing on interdisciplinary
scholarship—women’s studies and biology, history, anthropology, sociology,
psychology—the course examines feminist research that probes the practices and
exclusions that result from such essentialism and call for alternatives to it. The course
concludes by considering ways to respond to these calls, foregrounding the multiple
facets of feminist commentary, the range of insights emerging with and among the
scholarly disciplines, and the impact of the humanities on recent feminist studies of
science and technology.
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