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MINUTES OF THE FORMAL SESSION OF THE BOARD OF CONTROL OF 

MICHIGAN TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY held pursuant to due call in the Conference 

Room of the Advanced Technology Development Complex on the campus of Michigan 

Technological University in the City of Houghton, Michigan at nine o’clock on the morning 

of September 19, 2013. 

 

The Board of Control of Michigan Technological University met in formal session at the 

University's campus at Michigan Technological University in the City of Houghton, State of 

Michigan, at 9:00 a.m., on the 19th day of September 2013, in the Conference Room of the 

Advanced Technology Development Complex.  The place, hour, and date duly established 

and duly published for the holding of such a meeting. 

 

The meeting was called to order by the Chair, S. Hicks, and a quorum was declared present. 

 

The following members of the Board of Control were present: 

 

 S. J. Hicks, Chair 

 J. A. Fream, Vice Chair (via telephone) 

L. D. Ashford  

T. L. Baldini 

R. J. Jacquart 

L. D. Kennedy  

P. G. Ollila 

T. J. Woychowski   

G. D. Mroz, ex officio 

 

The following members were absent: 

 

 None 

 

 

Also present during part or all of the session were:  Dale R. Tahtinen, Secretary of the Board 

and Vice President for Governmental Relations; Daniel D. Greenlee, Treasurer and Chief 

Financial Officer; George Butvilas, Chair of the Michigan Tech Fund; Max Seel, Provost and 

Vice President for Academic Affairs; David D. Reed, Vice President for Research; Ellen 

Horsch, Vice President for Administration; and various members of the faculty, 

administrative staff, student body, press and public. 

 

Where item numbers are used, they refer to corresponding item numbers in the agenda, in the 

hands of the Board members. 
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I. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Board Secretary, D. Tahtinen, recommended that the agenda be amended to replace pages 1, 

2, and 3 of item V-C. Five-Year Capital Outlay Plan and 2015 Capital Project Request, and 

to add item X. Closed Session for a Periodic Personnel Evaluation of President Mroz, thus 

changing Adjournment to item XI. 

 

It was moved by T. Woychowski, supported by  R. Jacquart, and passed by voice vote 

without dissent, that the agenda of the formal session of September 19, 2013, as distributed to 

the Board, be approved as amended. 

 

II. OPENING REMARKS 

 

Chair’s Comments 

 

I want to welcome everyone to our Fall Board of Control meeting.  This is always such an 

exciting time as students, faculty and staff begin another academic year of stimulating 

learning and cutting edge research and discovery.   

 

In addition, there are many events and activities on campus this week including the 

Campaign Celebration, the President’s Council of Alumnae, Homecoming, and the Michigan 

Tech Fund Trustees meetings.  We want to welcome everyone to campus and to participate in 

as many of these events that they can.   

 

August was a busy month for having visitors on campus.   

 Governor Snyder was in Houghton and met with President Mroz and  participated in 

the 10
th

  anniversary of the Michigan Tech Enterprise Corporation SmartZone.  In 

addition to the Governor, Senator Debbie Stabenow, State Senator Tom Casperson 

and State Representative Scott Dianda were also in attendance.  Over the past 10 

years, the MTEC SmartZone has supported 44 technology companies, created 32 

start-up companies, and more than 350 jobs.  

 During her visit to the area, Senator Stabenow toured the Great Lakes Research 

Center and is leading an effort to fully fund the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. 

  Other visitors to campus included, State Representative Sam Singh who represents 

the 69
th

 district and is a member of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Higher 

Education; Michigan Department of Transportation Director Kirk Steudle, Director of 

State Budget and Department of Technology, Management and Budget  John Nixon, 

Department of Natural Resources Director Keith Creagh, Governor’s Chief of Staff 

Dennis Muchmore, and the Governor’s Director of Strategy Bill Rustem. 

 

With respect to the strategic plan goal of attracting and retaining world-class people: 

 Dr. Brian Barkdoll, Associate Professor in Computer and Electrical Engineering, has 

been named a Fellow of the Environmental Water Resources Institute of the 

American Society of Civil Engineers, and 



9867 

09/19/13 

 Dr. Jackie Huntoon, Associate Provost and Dean of the Graduate School, has 

received the National Consortium for Graduate Degrees for Minorities in Engineering 

and Science Executive Committee Member of the Year Award. 

 

As our strategic plan articulates several goals with respect to being recognized for our ability 

to inspire students and advance knowledge, Michigan Tech has received several recent 

rankings or ratings which include: 

 Michigan Tech ranks 15
th

 among the most affordable colleges or universities in the 

Great Lakes region for studying mathematics, according to a report by Affordable 

Colleges Online. 

 Named a Best Midwestern College for the third consecutive year by Princeton 

Review’s “Best 378 Colleges” publication  

 U.S. News & World Report “ Best Colleges” ranked Michigan Tech’s undergraduate 

programs in all disciplines at 57
th

  in the nation among public universities. 

 Michigan Tech was also named an “A-Plus School for B Student’s in the U.S. News 

rankings as well.  This category lists top-ranked universities that consistently consider 

and admit promising students whose high school grade point average is less than an 

A, and 

 Victory Media named Michigan Tech a Military Friendly School, an honor earned by 

only 20% of the colleges and universities in the country.    

 

Contributing to the goal of world-class research, Dr. Judith Perlinger, Professor in Civil and 

Environmental Engineering, Dr. Shiliang Wu, Assistant Professor in Geological and Mining 

Engineering and Sciences, and Dr. Emma Norman, Assistant Professor of Social Sciences, 

through the Center for Water and Society, received $1,450,000, from the National Science 

Foundation, for a collaborative project entitled CNH:  Managing Impacts of Global Transport 

of Atmosphere-Surface Exchangeable Pollutants in the Context of Global Change.   

 

As you know, we have developed a set of metrics and five year targets to help guide us in 

monitoring our progress with the strategic plan.  I would like to take a few moments and 

highlight some of the key metrics, many of which will be addressed in further detail during 

the meeting through the Committee Reports, the Enrollment Report by Dr. Cook and the 

Research Report by Dr. Reed. 

 

 Undergraduate and graduate enrollment is up this fall for a total of 6,976 students, 

with the largest freshman class since 2008.  

 The average ACT score and high school GPA are at an all-time high, at 26.7 and 

3.66. 

 Housing and residence life is overflowing with 126 oversubscribed rooms in the 

residence halls, and the apartments are at 100% occupancy as well. 

 We have 23 new tenured and tenure-track faculty, and 3 new department chairs in 

Chemistry, Biological Sciences and Visual and Performing Arts. 

 The general fund and current fund ended fiscal year 13 on a positive note, and our 

unrestricted current fund balances increased during the year by $1.7 million, from 

$8.9 million to $10.6 million, with our current fund balances increasing by $707,000 

from $12.5 million to $13.2 million. 
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 With the blending of our financial statements, the fiscal year 2013 overall income for 

the University combined with the Tech Fund was $2.6 million positive, and our total 

assets are approximately $422 million. 

 Sponsored research awards for 2013 were up by 11%, with sponsored industry 

awards and gifts being up by over 17%. 

 

In addition, the impact that Michigan Tech’s Summer Youth programs has on quality 

students continues to grow.   

 Those attending a Summer Youth Program in the past and now are enrolling as first 

year students has increased by 11 students this year. 

 The number of females that are Summer Youth Program alumni and now first year 

students increased by 8, and 

 93% of the females chose STEM fields of study. 

 

As you can see, these metrics illustrate the fact that we are making progress and moving in 

the right direction with our strategic plan and vision.  They also reflect the great job that 

everyone is doing to help achieve our goals.  

 

Before turning it over the President Mroz, I would like to congratulate all of those involved 

in the Parade of Nations, as I understand it was a great success.   This is a great way to bring 

the students and community together to share, celebrate and experience the many difficult 

cultures that come together to make Michigan Tech such a great place. 

 

 

President’s Comments 

 

Thank you Mr. Chair and welcome to you all.   

 

As Chairman Hicks described, it’s shaping up to be a good year for Michigan Tech. We are 

being noticed as a place of relevance and a place of consequence.  That’s due to the 

engagement of our students, faculty, staff, the Board, and our alumni and friends who are 

with us on campus this week in large numbers.  We are going to take some time this 

afternoon to show off the campus, and show just what can happen and what can be 

accomplished when everybody is moving in the same direction. 

 

What people will see on the tours is really just the tip of the iceberg of what is out there, but 

it is some of the more impressive and more cogent things that show people that Michigan 

Tech is a good investment, and that their gifts have been put to good use.  Not only to 

support students and faculty members, but to transform the university in ways that perhaps 

that none of us expected.  It allowed people to take some risks that they otherwise might not 

have been able to do and enabled them to leverage funds,  and it also gave them the 

opportunity to encourage faculty and staff who are doing the right things right every day.   
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III. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Academic Affairs Committee 

 

Mr. Woychowski provided the Board with the following report. 
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Provost Report 

 

Provost Max Seel provided the Board with the following report. 
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Research and Sponsored Programs Report 

 

Dr. Dave Reed provided the Board with the following report. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



9875 

09/19/13 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



9876 

09/19/13 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



9877 

09/19/13 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



9878 

09/19/13 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



9879 

09/19/13 

 

Audit and Finance Committee Report 

 

Mr. Baldini provided the Board with the following report. 

 

The Audit and Finance Committee met yesterday, and it’s that in between time for us.  It’s a 

time where we are looking back at last year, keeping an eye on this year and already 

beginning to plan for next year.    

  

We’ve reviewed the 2013 year-end closing, which shows net income in the General Fund 

being positive by $170,000 and the Current Fund being positive by about $700,000, which 

has shown improvement since earlier in the year.  We also discussed the financials and audit 

process with our external auditors, represented today by Mr. Steven Peacock, one of the 

principals within The Rehmann Group.   We reviewed the University and Tech Fund’s 

blended balance sheet, income statement and statement of cash flows, and I’m happy to 

report that the FY13 blended income statement shows a positive net income of $2.6 million. 

 

Dan Greenlee, our CFO and Treasurer, will present a macro review of these fiscal year 2013 

closing numbers, after my summary.  Our external auditor will then present their audit 

results, after that presentation. 

 

We also discussed some aspects of the current fiscal year 2014, based upon preliminary 

numbers, and we will be hearing from Les Cook on enrollment. 

 

The Committee also reviewed some of the action items to be voted on, today: 

 Five Year Capital Outlay Plan and 2015 Capital Project Request 

 KRC’s Engineering Design Center Expansion Project 

 Resident Tuition for Military Veterans 

 

The Committee supports passage of these action items, which will be presented later in our 

Board meeting.   

 

The Committee also had an executive session with the external auditors, internal auditors and 

our legal counsel, and have begun to look at the fiscal year 2015 budget, and will be looking 

at room and board at the December meeting.   

 

One other item that I do want to comment on is that we had our annual report on the Lean 

Project.  It is the project on campus between the staff and the employees and is worth 

reviewing.  It is made up of a lot little projects that the staff and employees have identified as 

ways of being more efficient, thus saving money.  Kudos to them for their efforts.  Mr. 

Baldini requested that a copy of the report be included in the official minutes for future 

reference.  (A copy of the 2013 Continuous Improvement Using Lean Principles Report is 

located in the Appendix of these minutes.) 
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CFO Report 

 

Mr. Dan Greenlee provided the Board with the following report. 
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External Auditors Report 

 

Mr. Steve Peacock, of The Rehmann Group, reported that the audit is about 98% complete.  

There are a couple of items administrative that need to be wrapped up, and there is also one 

additional journal entry that will end up in the financial statements that you have seen this 

morning.  The effect of that entry is going to be an increase in the overall assets and net 

assets of the university.  We are marking up the forestry and land tracks up to fair value 

under the adoption of Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) 52.  This entry 

will not change the net income for the profitability of the university during the year.  It is 

simply a balance sheet entry only. 

 

Results of the audit include no reportable events, material weaknesses, controlled efficiencies 

or significant deficiencies.  We will be issuing a clean or unqualified opinion, which is the 

highest level of assurance that the audit firm can place on a set of financial statements.   

 

Also, there are a couple of new GASB rules that were adopted by the university during the 

year.  After evaluation with GASB 61, the Michigan Tech Fund was blended with the 

university, which explains the large increase in the assets and liabilities of the university.  

Last year there were separately issued financial statements, however this year under GASB 

61 the Michigan Tech Fund met the criteria to be combined with the university.  GASB 63 

and 65 were also adopted during the year.  The only effect of GASB 63 was the name of the 

balance sheet.  Last year it was changed from the Statement of Net Assets to the Statement of 

Net Position, which is the only change that is a result of GASB 63.  GASB 65 was a change 

in terminology between inflows and outflows of cash.  The only effect that GASB 65 had on 

the university this year was that in the past the university would capitalize bond costs that 

were incurred when refinancing bonds.  Under GASB 65 those bond costs are written off.   In 

the current year that amounted to about $1.4 million.   

 

Many departments are involved in the audit and we deal with not only the accounting 

department, but information technology, financial aid and a variety of other departments.  It 

was a clean audit, and management is extremely helpful, and our appreciation for all of the 

efforts of the staff that were involved with the audit.   

 

Mr. Baldini commented that it is great news that we have a clean audit and an unqualified 

opinion, which speaks to the efforts of the administration and the staff.   

  

 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

It was moved by T. Woychowski, supported by T. Baldini, and passed by voice vote without 

dissent, that the Board of Control approve and adopt the items contained in the Consent 

Agenda. 
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IV-A.  Approval of Minutes 

 

It was moved by T. Woychowski, supported by T. Baldini, and passed by voice vote without 

dissent, that the minutes of the formal session of August 1, 2013, as distributed to the Board, 

be approved. 

 

 

IV-B.  Degrees in Course 

 

It was moved by T. Woychowski, supported by T. Baldini, and passed by voice vote without 

dissent, that the Board of Control approves the awarding of the degrees as specified, to each 

of the candidates listed, and offer congratulations.  

 
Michigan Technological University  

 Degree Awarded for Conferral Term 201305 

     

Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts - History Jordan Clair Erickson  

Bachelor of Science in Accounting Xingmiao  Cao  

 

Nicholas Robert Stage  

Bachelor of Science in Business Administration Haikuan  Du  

 

Nicole Louise Voldarski  

Bachelor of Science in Finance Mark G Jakupcik  

 

Qianni  Peng  

 

Wenjing  Wang - Cum Laude 

Bachelor of Science in Management Carl G Nielsen  

Bachelor of Science in Marketing Tyler Joseph Welcher  

 

Dan  Yi  

Bachelor of Science in Applied Geophysics Matthew Thomas Galambus  

Bachelor of Science in Engineering Patrick James Andrew West  

Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering Zackery Mark Bratschi  

 

Eric P Deyaert  

 

Changhui  Li  

 

Qingcui  Liu - Cum Laude 

 

Chad Richard Mencarelli - Cum Laude 

 

Hongyan  Meng  

 

Mason Douglas Raguse  

 

Chad Elliott Skrocki - Summa Cum Laude 

 

Jill Renee Trierweiler - Magna Cum Laude 

 

Xiaobing  Zai - Magna Cum Laude 

Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering Alexander David Culy - Magna Cum Laude 

 

Courtney Jane David  

 

Scott Ryan Desotell  

 

Ian Lawrence Gaffney - Magna Cum Laude 

 

Kellin Robert Jayne  

 

Jeffrey  Kellogg  

Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering Michael Jay Godfrey  

Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering Benjamin Karl Hohnstadt  

 

Kellin Robert Jayne  

 

Thomas William Reid  

 

Joseph P Seblonka  

 

Collin M Wangerin  



9884 

09/19/13 

 

Yingkun  Zhu  

Bachelor of Science in Geological Engineering Cassie Mae Johnson  

 

Matthew Stephen Matteson  

Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering Thomas Walter Daavettila  

 

Michael Gardner Houghton  

 

Le  Lin  

 

Yidan  Lou  

 

William Robert Lustig  

 

Nathan Robert Wells Morris - Cum Laude 

 

Luka  Stupar  

Bachelor of Science in Materials Science and Engineering Monica Renee Dolby  

 

Bradley James Pasionek  

Bachelor of Science in Applied Ecology and Environmental 

Sciences Miranda N Aho - Magna Cum Laude 

Bachelor of Science in Anthropology Traci Nicole Billings  

Bachelor of Science in Bioinformatics Luke Andrew Whitehouse  

Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences Brian Christopher Borowicz  

 

Michael Jeffrey Huber - Magna Cum Laude 

 

Douglas Mitchell Rombach  

Bachelor of Science in Computer Science Trevor Elwin Duetsch  

Bachelor of Science in Computer Systems Science Travis Lee Zielaskowski  

Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science Willow Ingrid Carmody  

Bachelor of Science in Mathematics Desirae Alexandra Sawyer  

Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology Chelsea Lee Mitchell  

Bachelor of Science in Software Engineering Kevin Christopher Welsh  

Bachelor of Science in Sports and Fitness Management Sara Marie Colandrea  

Bachelor of Science in Construction Management Jessey Francis Poissant - Magna Cum Laude 

Bachelor of Science in Computer Network and System 

Administration 

Aaron Michael Wierschke - Magna Cum 

Laude 

Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering Technology Andrew M Marrah  

 

Kerry Richard O'Conner  

Bachelor of Science in Industrial Technology Matt Paul Hyrkas  

Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering Technology Marc H Fournier  

Master of Business Administr. in Business Administration Kyle T Ahonen  

 

Scott Charles Blecke  

 

Ashley Ann Elizabeth Copeland  

 

Leandra N. Dziesinski  

 

Kevin William Evans  

 

Wenjia  Fu  

 

Kathryn Elizabeth Heitman  

 

Jason Paul Mack  

 

Andrew Gerard Rogers  

 

Brian M Rukkila  

 

Megan Theresa Smaby  

 

Gregory James Strzyzykowski  

 

Ryan K Tervo  

 

Joel Christopher Vertin  

Master of Engineering in Engineering Thy-Wei  Hsieh  

 

Abhishek Rajendra Kondra  

Master of Science in Applied Natural Resource Economics Kouame Isaac  Yao  

Master of Science in Civil Engineering Carley Ann Feese  

 

Armin  Rahimi Golkhandan  
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Master of Science in Chemical Engineering Zainab Ibrahim M Alshoug  

 

Shubham Nilkanth Borole  

 

Wilbel J Brewer  

 

Mary Miranda Jubinski  

 

Xue  Mi  

Master of Science in Electrical Engineering Rohit Anil  Bhatia  

 

Eric Christopher Faulkner  

 

Juxiao  Fu  

 

Sai Ravi Chandra  Parasaram  

 

Pezaan Sham Patrawala  

Master of Science in Environmental Engineering Luke John Paul Barrett  

 

Xueling  Li  

Master of Science in Geology Estelle  Bonny  

 

Patrice Francesca Cobin  

 

Ren Nemcek Keyport  

 

Sarah Jayne Menassian  

 

Alexander Christopher Michels  

 

Stephanie C Tubman  

Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering Pushkar Vivek Agashe  

 

Mangesh Sanjay Chaudhari  

 

Rohan Sunil Chaudhari  

 

Michael D Cook  

 

Yichao  Deng  

 

Satyajeet Prashant Deshpande  

 

Sanjal Ashok  Gavande  

 

Anuj Shrikrishna Godbole  

 

Zhao  Han  

 

Tushar Prakash  Honrao  

 

Manish R Jakhi  

 

FNU  Kokkada Pruthul Ravindranath  

 

Jianyi  Li  

 

Aniket Avinash  Parbat  

 

Sharil  Patrale  

 

Mingqi  Shi  

 

Jason Edward Socha  

 

Shankaransh  Srivastava  

 

Meng  Tang  

 

Advait Sanjay Vaidya  

 

Amruta Shyam Velapure  

 

Zun  Wang  

 

Menghan  Zhao  

Master of Science in Applied Ecology Laura Marjaana Matkala  

Master of Science in Forest Ecology and Management Keri Ann Deneau  

 

Rachel E Griesmer  

 

Cassandra Ann Ott  

 

Alistair James Henry Smith  

Master of Science in Forestry Sara  Alian  

 

Brian T Pattullo  

Master of Science in Forest Molecular Genetics and Biotechnology Haley Marie Rupp  

 

Alexis Rayann Sullivan  

Master of Science in Applied Science Education Joseph David Heflin  

Master of Science in Biological Sciences Emily Kathleen Bouckaert  
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Miles J Corcoran  

Master of Science in Computer Science Peng  Zang  

Master of Science in Mathematical Sciences Andrew Thomas Grow  

 

Keguo  Huang  

 

Yi  Jiang  

Master of Science in Physics Nicholas Alexander Black  

 

Ajaree  Mongkolsittisilp  

Master of Science in Environmental Policy Brian T Pattullo  

 

Jacob P Walikainen  

Master of Science in Industrial Archaeology Jeff  Benjamin  

Doctor of Philosophy in Biomedical Engineering Matthew Timothy Nielsen  

Doctor of Philosophy in Civil Engineering Mary Urshel Christiansen  

 

Julian Nii Odartey Mills-Beale  

 

Ali  Mirchi  

Doctor of Philosophy in Chemical Engineering Justin T Carlson  

 

Jiqing  Fan  

 

Kristen Lynne Gabby  

 

Brett P Spigarelli  

Doctor of Philosophy in Geology Rudiger Packal Escobar Wolf  

Doctor of Philosophy in Materials Science and Engineering Sanchai  Kuboon  

 

Junqing  Zhang  

Doctor of Philosophy in Engineering - Environmental Engineering Rabi  Gyawali  

Doctor of Philosophy in Forest Science Bryan David Murray  

Doctor of Philosophy in Mechanical Engineering - Engineering 

Mechanics John Randall Armstead  

 

Michael Anthony Pyrkosz  

 

Xiaobo  Song  

 

Harsha Shankar Surenahalli  

Doctor of Philosophy in Biological Sciences Rafi  Shaik  

 

Srinivasa Rao  Sripathi  

 

Huan  Yang  

Doctor of Philosophy in Chemistry Na  Hu  

 

Nina  Tyminska  

Doctor of Philosophy in Mathematical Sciences Abdallah Adnan Al-Habahbeh  

 

Sapna  Kumari  

Doctor of Philosophy in Rhetoric and Technical Communication Felicia Eng Chieh Chong  

 

Joanna Marie Schreiber  

 

Lisa Marie Watrous  

 

 

 

IV-C.  Gifts 

 

It was moved by T. Woychowski, supported by T. Baldini, and passed by voice vote without 

dissent, that the Board of Control acknowledges the gifts to Michigan Technological 

University. 
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IV-D.  Resignations, Retirements & Off Payroll 

 

It was moved by T. Woychowski, supported by T. Baldini, and passed by voice vote without 

dissent, that the Board of Control accepts the resignations and confirms the off payroll 

determinations. 
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IV-E.  2014 Meeting Dates 

 

It was moved by T. Woychowski, supported by T. Baldini, and passed by voice vote without 

dissent, that the Board of Control approves the meeting dates as presented. 

 

 Thursday, March 6, 2014   

 Friday, May 2, 2014   (Commencement – Saturday, May 3) 

 Thursday, August 7, 2014  (Alumni Reunion) 

 Thursday, October 9, 2014   

 Friday, December 19, 2014  (Commencement – Saturday, December 20) 

 

This is an informational item for the Board. 

 

V.   ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

V-A.  Employee Recognition 

 

It was moved by T. Woychowski, supported by L. Ashford, and passed by voice vote without 

dissent, that the Board of Control adopts the Resolution of the Board of Control of Michigan 

Technological University In Appreciation for Alice Soldan for 37 years of service. 
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V-B.  Honorary Degree 

 

It was moved by R. Jacquart, supported by L. Ashford, and passed by voice vote without 

dissent, that the Board of Control approves the awarding of an Honorary Doctorate of 

Philosophy degree to Mr. Scott K. Usitalo and Mr. Leland D. Melvin. 

 

 

V-C.  Five-Year Capital Outlay Plan and 2015 Capital Project Request 

 

It was moved by T. Woychowski, supported by L. Ashford, and passed by voice vote without 

dissent, that the Board of Control approves the Five-Year Capital Outlay Plan and 2015 

Capital Project Request to be submitted to the State of Michigan. 
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Five-Year Capital Outlay Plan and FY 2015 Capital Project Request 
 

 

Rank 

 

 

Project Name 

 

Gross Sq. Ft. 

New 

 

Gross Sq. Ft. 

Renovated 

 

Total Project 

Cost (000’s) 

 

State 

Funds 

(000’s) 

 

Est. Const. 

Univ. Funds 

(000’s) 

 

Start/End 

 

1 

Advanced Energy 

Research 

Laboratories 

 

 

 

122,500 

 

$19,872 

 

$14,623 

 

$5,249 

 

2015 – 2017 

 

2 

Human Health 

Research Center 

 

100,000 

  

$35,000 

 

$26,250 

 

$8,750 

 

2016 – 2018 

 

3 

Net-Positive 

Exergy Microgrid 

Research Building 

 

80,000 

 

 

 

$29,000 

 

$21,750 

 

$7,250 

 

2017 - 2019 

 

Capital Project Descriptions 
 

Advanced Energy Research Laboratories 

 

The University proposes an interdisciplinary project that will strategically bridge next 

generation energy engineering, science, economics and policy.  The total project cost is 

estimated at $19,872,000.   It will include renovation and repurposing of existing structures.  

Dillman Hall would be renovated to provide space for the study of energy efficient buildings, 

building materials, transportation, and electrification.  Renovation and repurposing of space 

in Fisher Hall and Chemical Sciences Building would support graduate student and lab space 

for basic energy and material research.  A remodel and repurposing of space in the Academic 

Office Building would provide space for education in treaties, carbon markets, property and 

environmental laws, social and economic impacts, and energy policy. 

 
Human Health Research Center 

 

The construction of a new facility is proposed that will accommodate health-related science 

and engineering, technologies, and medical informatics.  The new 100,000 square feet 

facility at an estimated cost of $35,000,000 will strategically support Michigan Tech’s 

investment in human health research and will foster interdisciplinary and multi-scale 

approaches coupled with new technological tools.  This Center will bring together key 

faculty from Bioengineering, Biomaterials, Biomechanics, Biochemistry, Cell Biology, 

Physiology, Human Factors, Medical Informatics and Statistical Genetics.  It will bring 

together existing University health-related units to increase number of health-related research 

on campus and to enhance undergraduate and graduate education. 

 

Net-Positive Exergy Microgrid Research Building 

 
The Net-Positive Exergy Microgrid Research Building will be a microgrid with electricity, 

fuel, water, and air flow inputs as well as heat, waste water, and waste air flow outputs 

producing more energy for the campus than it consumes. Research in this new 80,000 square 

feet facility at an estimated cost of $29 million will focus on architectural/environmental 

sustainable design of intrinsically optimal buildings, grid-integration of renewable energy 

and integration of energy storage systems especially dispatchable loads with intrinsic storage 

such as plug-in hybrid electric vehicles and water pumping. The disciplines involved in 
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research will include ME-EM, ECE, Civil/Environmental, MSE, Computer Science, and 

Economics and Policy. 

 

 

V-D.  Approval of Keweenaw Research Center Engineering Design Center Expansion 

Project 

 

The Keweenaw Research Center (KRC) has been awarded a $4 million DoD contract to 

provide additional research services above their current level.  To allow KRC to deliver the 

contracted research, additional personnel will need to be hired to perform the work and 

additional design office space is needed.  The proposed addition is sized at 4,000 square feet 

and will be connected to the existing Engineering Design Center along the southern edge. 

The expansion will include ten additional workspaces, a large meeting/conference room, and 

two new restrooms. 

 

Proposed Timeline 

 Construction to begin this year with building enclosed by winter to allow the interior 

work to progress through the winter. 

 Occupancy is expected by March 15, 2014. 

 Site work competed in the spring of 2014 after the weather breaks 

 

KRC total research expenditures have increased 48% over the five past years and the forecast 

is that this trend will continue.  FY13 total annual expenditures were approximately $8.5 

million.  Three additional engineers have been added and additional help through temporary 

labor contracts are anticipated to handle transient needs.  The increase in military work is 

directly related to deficiencies uncovered in the current war fighting equipment.  KRC is 

heavily involved in vehicle protection and soldier protection systems as well as neutralization 

technologies for anti vehicle mines and improvised explosive devices (IEDs)  KRC’s role in 

these programs is to ensure the vehicles have high mobility and reliability.  Recently KRC 

has won several awards from the Tank Automotive and Armaments Command (TACOM) for 

successful efforts in saving lives in the war. 

 

At the same time, KRC’s industrial contracts have increased.  Bendix Heavy Truck Systems, 

Michelin Tire, and Chrysler have continued to utilize KRC’s winter test facilities for anti-

lock brake development, winter tire testing, and well as traction control system development.  

KRC has added a four vehicle Cold Chamber, acquired additional test course land, and made 

significant test course improvements for winter customers. 

 

KRC’s ability to increase expenditures beyond the current level is limited by design office 

space as well as transient winter test customer space.  The proposed addition will provide 

more design office space which is the current highest priority issue.  

 

It was moved by L. Ashford, supported by T. Baldini, and passed by voice vote without 

dissent, that the Board of Control approves expenditures for the Keweenaw Research Center 

Engineering Design Center Expansion Project at a total cost not to exceed $800,000, and 

authorizes the Administration to proceed with the project including the solicitation of bids 

and award of contracts.  
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Mr. Woychowski noted that the University should continue to explore the synergies between 

the Keweenaw Research Center and the Advance Propulsion Research Center. 

 

 

V-E-a.  7.7. Outside Speakers 

 

It was moved by R. Jacquart, supported by P. Ollila, and passed by voice vote without 

dissent, that the Board of Control amends policy 7.7. Outside Speakers as presented herein. 

 

The amended policy shall read as follows: 

 

7.7.  OUTSIDE SPEAKERS 

 

Michigan Technological University fosters a spirit of free inquiry and to encourage the 

timely discussion of a wide variety of issues, provided that the views expressed are stated 

openly and therefore are subject to critical evaluation. Restraints on free inquiry should be 

held to that minimum which is consistent with preserving an organized society in which 

peaceful, democratic means for change are available. Therefore, registered student 

organizations are encouraged to invite speakers to the campus subject only to the following 

provisions: 

 

1. The speaker must not urge the audience to take action which is prohibited by the 

published rules of the University or which is illegal under federal or Michigan law. 

Advocating or urging the modification of the government of the United States or of 

the State of Michigan by violence or sabotage is specifically prohibited. It is the 

responsibility of the student organization to inform speakers of these prohibitions. 

 

2. Only such student groups as are registered with the Vice President for Student Affairs 

and Advancement as student organizations under the general criteria for recognition 

of such groups may invite speakers to campus. A list of such registered student 

groups shall be published annually. 

 

3. The sponsoring organizations must make full arrangements in advance for reservation 

of space using a form provided for this purpose. The form will show, among other 

things, the time and place of meeting, the names of speakers and the subject of the 

meeting. 

 

4. Where the proposed subject is controversial, it is suggested that the technique of fair 

debate between two or more qualified speakers should be encouraged. 

 

This policy supersedes Board of Control policy 7.7. Outside Speakers dated July 15, 2010. 

 

 

V-E-b.  12.2. Building and Property Rules and Regulations 

 

It was moved by T. Baldini, supported by T. Woychowski, and passed by voice vote without 

dissent, that the Board of Control amends policy 12.2. Building and Property Rules and 

Regulations as presented herein.   
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The amended policy shall read as follows: 

12.2  BUILDING AND PROPERTY RULES AND REGULATIONS 

1. Smoking and all tobacco use is prohibited except where approval is granted by the 

Vice President for Administration. 

2. Use or possession of alcoholic beverages is prohibited, unless specifically approved 

in writing by the President, in accordance with the policy of the Board of Control on 

alcoholic beverages. 

3. Solicitation, advertising, or sales on property owned or controlled by Michigan 

Technological University is prohibited unless authorized by the Vice President for 

Administration.  The exceptions to this are: 

a. Advertising is  permitted only on designated bulletin boards, as permitted by, or 

in other locations, as authorized by the manager of the building in which the 

advertising occurs. 

 

b. Student organizations registered with the Vice President for Student Affairs and 

Advancement may sell tickets or conduct limited sales of goods, advertise, solicit, 

and use grounds as authorized by the manager of the building or grounds in or on 

which the activity occurs. 

 

4. Activities or announcements at Michigan Technological University events shall have 

the prior written approval of the Vice President for Administration or a delegated 

representative, with the following exceptions: 

a. Announcements regarding the operation of a facility may be authorized by the 

manager of the building or grounds on which the announcements are made. 

 

b. Announcements regarding traffic, health, or safety may be authorized by the 

Department of Public Safety and Police Services.  

 

c. Announcements relating to the game or event in progress may be made over the 

public address system by the game announcer providing such announcements are 

appropriate to the situation and in good taste. 

 

5.  Distribution of handbills or other printed material is permitted only in designated 

areas.   

6. Unruly behavior will not be tolerated and may be cause for expulsion from the 

facility. 

7. For reasons of health and sanitation, cats, dogs, birds, or other pets or animals are 

prohibited except as authorized by the Vice President for Administration. The 

exceptions to this are: 
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a. Animals owned or maintained by Michigan Technological University for 

educational or research purposes after receiving the approval of such facilities by 

the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs. 

 

b. Animals and aquariums may be kept in University housing facilities after receiving 

the approval from the Vice President for Student Affairs and Advancement. 

 

c.  Guide, leader, hearing or service animals certified by an accredited school or state 

approved trainer when used by a qualified individual with a disability in 

compliance with State or Federal Law. 

 

8.  Bicycles shall not be brought into University buildings or ridden, stored, or parked in 

corridors, stairwells, laboratories, offices, classrooms, or buildings other than in those 

designated areas in student housing facilities. 

9. This policy shall be administered in accordance with rules and procedures established 

by the Vice President for Administration. 

This Policy constitutes a Rule and/or Regulation pursuant to MCL 4.201 et seq. and MCL 

752.581 et seq. 

 

The policy supersedes Board of Control policy 12.2. Building and Property Rules and 

Regulations dated August 3, 2000. 

 

 

V-E-c.  7.3. Residency 

 

The Administration is recommending that this policy be revised to provide in-state tuition 

rates to military veterans who have been honorably discharged, regardless of their residence.   

 

It was moved by T. Baldini, supported by T. Woychowski, and passed by voice vote without 

dissent, that the Board of Control amends policy 7.3. Residency as presented herein. 

 

Ms. Ashford recommended that the policy be amended to include the words United States in 

reference to the military veterans. 

 

It was moved by T. Woychowski, supported by R. Jacquart, and passed by voice vote that the 

Board of Control rescind the motion amending policy 7.3. Residency. 

 

It was moved by L. Ashford, supported by T. Baldini, and passed by voice vote that the 

Board of Control amends policy 7.3. Residency with the words “United States” in reference 

to the military veterans. 

 

The amended policy shall read as follows: 
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7.3  RESIDENCY 

Residents of the State of Michigan benefit from a lower tuition fee than is charged residents 

of other states. For the purposes of these regulations, a resident student is defined as a student 

that is domiciled in the state of Michigan. For University purposes, "domicile" is defined as 

the place where the student intends their true, fixed and permanent home (both during and 

after they complete their education at the University) and principal establishment to be, and 

to which the individual intends to return whenever he or she is absent. The fact that a 

presumption of resident status may apply to a student does not mean that the student will 

automatically be classified as a resident. The burden of proving domicile, with clear and 

convincing evidence, is on the student. 

 

A nonresident student is one whose domicile is elsewhere. Students who enroll in the 

University as non-residents shall continue to be so classified throughout their attendance as 

students unless residency reclassification is granted. 

 

Veterans 

 

United States military veterans who have been honorably discharged, regardless of their 

residence, will be granted in-state tuition rates. 

 

Residency Guidelines 

 

The following facts and circumstances, although not necessarily conclusive, have probative 

value in support of a claim for residence classification: 

 

Both parents (in the case of divorce, a parent) permanently domiciled in Michigan as 

demonstrated by permanent employment, establishment of a household and severance 

of out of state ties. 

 

Applicant employed in the State in a full-time, permanent position provided that the 

applicant's employment is the primary purpose for the applicant's presence in 

Michigan. 

 

Spouse employed in the State in a full-time, permanent position provided that the 

spouse's employment is the primary purpose for the student's presence in Michigan. 

 

Continuous domicile in the state of Michigan, while not enrolled as a full-time 

student, for one full calendar year prior to reclassification. 

 

If financially dependent, parent and/or guardian have become Michigan residents 

since the student's first enrollment. 

 

Other factors indicating an intent to make Michigan the student's domicile will be considered 

by the University in classifying of a student. 

 

The following circumstances, standing alone, shall not constitute sufficient evidence of 

domicile to effect classification of a student as a resident under these regulations: 
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 Continuous enrollment in a community college or university 

 Participation in a graduate program, fellowship or internship 

 Employment that is temporary or short-term 

 Employment in a position normally held by a student 

 Ownership of property 

 Presence of relatives (other than parents) 

 Possession of a Michigan's driver's license or voter's registration 

 Payment of Michigan income or property taxes 

 Applicant's statement of intent to be domiciled in Michigan 

 

Residence Status of Immigrants and Aliens 

 

Only persons who are entitled to reside permanently in the United States may be eligible for 

resident classification at the University. These individuals, like U.S. citizens, must still prove 

that they have established a Michigan domicile as defined in the Michigan Technological 

University Residency Guidelines. Having the privilege of remaining permanently in the 

United States, in itself, does not entitle a person to resident classification for University 

purposes. The Admissions Office will review the circumstances of the following classes of 

immigrants: 

 

Permanent Resident Aliens who have been fully processed and possess a permanent resident 

alien card or stamp in their passport verifying final approval or Refugees (I-94 card must 

designate "Refugee") 

 

This policy supersedes Board of Control policy 7.3. Residency dated July 15, 2010. 

 

 

VI.  REPORTS 

 A. University Senate Report – Dr. Brian Barkdoll, President 

 B. Undergraduate Student Government Report – Mr. Anthony Sharp, President 

 C. Graduate Student Government Report – Ms. Amberlee Haselhuhn, President 

 D. Enrollment Report – Dr. Les Cook, Vice President for Student Affairs and Advancement 

   

  

 VII.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
A. Analysis of Investments 

B. University Issued Bond Balances 

C. Research and Sponsored Programs 

D. Advancement Report 

E. Recent Media Coverage 

F. Employee Safety Statistics 

 

Mr. Woychowski pointed out that the results shown in the Employee Safety Statistics Report 

are remarkable, and it is reflective of the leadership and dedication to safety on campus. 
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VIII. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

There was no other business at this time. 

 

 

 IX. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

 There were no public comments at this time. 

 

 

X. CLOSED SESSION FOR A PERIODIC PERSONNEL EVALUATION OF 

PRESIDENT MROZ 

 

It was moved by L. Ashford, supported by T. Woychowski, and passed by voice vote without 

dissent, that the Board of Control proceed into closed session for a periodic personnel 

evaluation of President Mroz.  (A closed session for such a purpose is provided for in Section 

8 (a) of P.A. 267 of 1976).  (A roll call vote is required). 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

 Hicks – Yes   Jacquart - Yes 

 Ollila – Yes   Fream – Yes    

 Baldini – Yes   Ashford – Yes 

 Woychowski – Yes  Kennedy - Yes 

   

The motion passed. 

 

The Board of Control reconvened in open session with a quorum present. 

 

   

XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was moved by  P. Ollila, supported by T. Woychowski, and passed by voice vote without 

dissent, that the meeting be adjourned. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

        Secretary of the Board of Control  

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

 Chair, Board of Control 

 












